[Thursday, 19 September 1974]

fepislative Assembly

Thursday, the 19th September, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took

the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

1.

QUESIIONS (30): ON NOTICE
PINJARRA HIGH SCHOOL
Fire

Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:

(1) Was the physical education equip-
ment storage room recently
destroyed by fire at the Pinjarra
Senior High School covered hy
insurance?

{2) If so, has a claim been made and
met In respect of the damage?

(3) If “Yes” to (2), when is it anti-
cipated that a replacement build-
ing will be provided?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) Not applicable.

PINJARRA SCHOOL
Siaff Room

Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Education:

(1> What work is contemplated in re-
spect of staff room facilities at the
Pinjarra primary school?

(2) Will any action contemplated in
respect of (1) be carried out at
the same time as an additional
classroom and staff toilets are
built at that school?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) The need for improved staff faci-
lities is recognised but work can-
not be undertaken in the present
allocation.

(2) The work which has gone to tender
includes an additional classroom
and modifications to the adminis-
tfration area.

LOTTERIES
Agencies

Mr SIBSON, to the Chief Secretary:
Is he aware of certain situations
existing with the Lotteries Com-
mission, in particular—

(a) due to non availability of
books, new agencies cannot be
established;

(h) that agencies are restricted in
number bhecause the appoint-
ment of new agencies would
create competition for exist-
ing agencles?
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Mr STEPHENS replied:
(a) Because of the abnormal
public support for lottery

tickets at presenti, there is
naturally a greater demand
from the agents for any addi-
tional tickets for sale. This in
turn does impose some restrie-
tions on the availabllity of
tickets to agents generally.
New agencies are being estab-
lished, but obvicusly on a
more selective basis,

{b) Having regard to answer {(a)
above, the appointment of new
agencies is considered in the
light of existing lottery ticket
outlets in the area.

This question was postponed,

TEACHERS
Training Colleges: Boards

Mr A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister

igpresenting the Minister for Educa-

ion:

(1) Who are the members of the
boards of each of the teachers
colleges at the present time and
of what “interests” are they rep-
resentative?

(2) Who are the members of the
Council of the Teacher Education
Autherity and under which para-
graphs of section 10 are they ap-
pointed?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

Mr Speaker, I wish to table the
AnNsSwWer.
The answer was tabled (see paper No.
241).

REGIONAL SUPERVISORS
OF EDUCATION
Appointment

Mr P. V. JONES, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Education:

(1) Is it the intention of the Educa-
tion Department to appoint per-
sons known as “regional supervisor
of education”?

(2) If "Yes” how many of such per-
sons will be appointed and to
which regional centres?

Mr MENSAROQS replied:

(1) No such appointment is envisaged
in the near future,

(2) Not applicable.

PREMIER
Personal Explanation on 14th
September, 1372 Comments
Mr JAMIESON, to the Spraker:
Is the mattzr contained in ques-
tion 29 on 6th August, 1974 still
subject to the sub judice rule of
Standing Orders?
The SPEAKER replied:
If the writ in question Is still
existing the answer is “Yes".
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ROADS 10, ABATTOIRS
Metropolitan Local Authorities:
Ezpenditure Meat Inspection

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Would he provide in some suitable
form the comparative expendi-
tures of all metropolitan local
authorities on road works for the
yvear ended 30th June, 1973, as
disclosed by statements ferm 6F
submitted to the Main Roads De-
partment and itemising—

(a) expenditure from local auth-
orities” own resources;

Main Roads Department—re-
coups;
(¢) programmed roads;
(d) other roads?
(2) In respect of the “lecal authorities®
own resources” expenditure re-
ferred to in (a) would he please

further analyse this to show
amounts expended from—

(a) municipal funds;
(h) loan and reserve funds?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) and (2) The answers to the ques-
tions asked by the Member will
take a little time to collate. I will
arrange for the Information re-
quested to be conveyed to him as
soon as it is available.

)

ROADS
Available Funds
Mr MOILER, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Would he inform me of the total
sum of road funds which were
at the disposal of the State in
1973-74 and what amounts were—

(a) spent by the Main Roads
Department; and

(b) allocated to local authorities
for expenditure by them?

(2) Would he provide similar figures
as estimated for the 1974-75 year,
including amounts for national
roads on the assumption the work

. will be done by the Main Roads
Department on & recoup basis for
the Commonwealth?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) $72577131.

(a) $52 211040,
(h) $20 366081,
(2) %76 300 000.

(a) $55 790 000.
(b)y $20 510 000.

11.

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Health:

(1) Can meat from animals slaugh-
tered in an abattoir where a
health inspector does not carry
out an examination be sold in
towns other than the one in which
the abattoir is located?

Doges a respensibility rest with the
local governing authority or the
Public Health Department to en-
sure that meat coming from ahat-
toirs which do not have the ser-
vices of a health inspector is in
fact inspected, and if so, with
whom does the responsihility rest?

RIDGE replied:
Yes.

The local governing authority; but
where a local authority is not
providing an inspection service
and is capable of doing so, the
Commissioner of Public Health is
empowered to require that the
service be provided.

(2}

(1)
(2)

APPLES

Exports: Commonwealth Financial
Assistance

Mr H, D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Is the Western Australian Govern~
ment involved in the current dis-
cussions between the Appls and
Pear Corporation and the Com-
monwealth Minister for Agricul-
ture regarding assistance for the
export apple industry in 1975?

Are preliminary figures for apples
expected ito be exported from
Western Australia in the 1975 sea-
son yet available, and if so, what
are they?

Will the Western Australian Gov-
ernment extend financial assist-
ance to the apple export industry
in 1975, and if so, to what level?

McPHARLIN replied:
and (2) No.

Advice has been received from the
apple export industry that an
approach for financial assistance
will be made. Appropriate meet-
ings with industry representa-
tives are to be held and financial
assistance will be considered after
all aspects have been examined,
ineluding arrangemenis made by
the Australian Apple and Pear
Corporation and the Australian
Government policy on apple ex-
ports.

(2

3

(1
(3)
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RAILWAYS
Collie: Feitling Gang

Mr T. H., JONES, to the Minister for
Trensport:
(1) Due to the additional tonnages
of coal to be transported from
Collie, is it a fact that the Collie
fettling gang has been engaged
on the upgrading and construc-
tion of new sidings for some weeks
and as a consequence general
maintenance work in the area is
not heing carried out?

If so, will he give immediate con-

sideration to the employment of

additional men in the gang?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) The Collie gang, together with a
mobile gang is engaged in this
work. Essential maintenance is
being performed with the assist-
ance of the Brunswick gang.

Five additional men are already
employed in the Collie gang.
Further engagements will be made
if the necessity arises.

TRAFFIC
School Crosswalks: Atiendants

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Traffic:

(1) When schoo! ecrosswalk attend-
ants are appointed are they issued
with instructions regarding their
duties?

Is he aware that a number of at-
tendants controlling crosswalks in
the metropolitan area stop traffic
to permit one child or small
groups to use the crosswalk
which interferes with the flow of
traffic at peak hours?

If attendants are not issued with
instructions or personally advised
of their duties, will he have the
matter examined?

Mr O’'CONNOR replied:

(1) Yes, crosswalk appointees are
issued with general instructions,
Yes. Where it comes to the atten-
tion of Police staff supervising
crossing attendants, the attendant
is re-instructed in the manner he
is reguired to work.

(3) Answered by (1> and (2).

TRAFFIC

Motor Vehicle Licenses: Letter
from E. Payne

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Traffic:

(1> Did he recelve a letter from E.
Payne dated 9th September, 1974

(2)

2)

2)

(3)

2)

concerning license and traffic
control?

2) Doeqs he intend answering the let-
ter?

15.

186.

1649

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) A letter was received at my office
on 12th September from Joan E.
Payne querying drlvers’ Hcense
classifications.

A reply is being prepared in
answer to her questions. I might
say that if the Member knows of
any letters warranting a reply by
me, and not replied to within a
reasonable time, I would be
pleased to hear of them, and take
appropriate action.

If all Members asked questions
of Ministers regarding all letters
not answered within six days of
receipt, too much ftime would he
spent on irrelevant matters—as
has been done recently—instead
of getting down to the business
this House should be doing.-

The nature of this question would
indicate the Member is struggling
to find and to ask genuine ques-
tions in this House.

@

TRAFFIC

Motor Vehicle Licenses:
New Scale of Fees

Mr T. H, JONES, to the Minister for
Traffic:

(1) Is it correct that vehicle cwners
are being issued with new license
notices involving the higher rates
of license fees as contained in the
legislation hefore Parliament?

If this information 1is correct
under what authority is the action
being taken?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) Yes, ag from 10.30 a.m, 18th Sep-
tember, 1974.

Section 9 (5) of the Traffic Act
provides that a person may renew
a vehicle license one month before
expiration. The department in
the inferests of the public had no
alternative but to issue the re-
newals after being assured the
Bill had passed both Houses of
the Parliament.

2)

2)

RATLWAYS

Mullewa-Meekatharra Line!
Speed Limil

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

Is the following information cor-
rect—

(a} a speed limit of 25 mph is
imposed on the Mullewa-
Meekatharra section of rail-
way line;

only bogey trucks can be used
on this section;

unless a major reconstruction
programme is carried out on
this section of line it has a
life of only two years?

(h)
(c)
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Mr O’'CONNOR replied:

(a) Generally the speed limit is
30 mph with speed restrictions
in isolated areas on account
of condition of track.

Other wagons can be used,
but bogies are essential for
30 mph speed limit.

No. A rehabilitation pro-
gramme is currently in pro-
gress Involving re-sieepering,
reballasting, tamping and
lining. This should extend
the life of the section well he-
yond two years.

()

(c)

ROADS
Signs and Equipmenl: Finance

Mr MCcIVER, to the Minister for
Transport:

In relation to the Main Roads Act
Amendment Bill, what provisions
are there and in what specific
section wherein local suthorities
can expend finance on road signs,
pilsax;t, trucks, depot maintenance,
ete,

O’'CONNOR replied:

Section 32 subsections (3) (¢} and
(4) (d) refer to expenditure on
construction and maintenance
which are defined in subsection
(2> (d) as having the same re-
spective meanings as in the Fed-
eral Roads Grants Act, 1974 and
the National Roads Act, 1974.
These Acts refer specifically to
road sighs and road making plant.
It is expected that depot main-
tenance will be covered in *“Ad-
ministrative Instructions” from
Federal authorities when the Acts
are passed by the Federal Parlia-
ment.

AIWEST PROJECT
Approach to Commonwealth

Mr MAY, to the Premier:

(1) Have the State Government and
representatives of the companies
involved in the Alwest project
completed arrangements for a
package deal to he presented to
the Australian Government?

If not, when is it anticipated this
will be done?

Mr MgcPharlin
COURT}) replied:

(1} No.

(2) A specific date cannot be nomi-
nated at present, but further pro-
gress will be made in the near
future as a result of both local
and overseas discussions that
have taken place.

(2)

(for Sir CHARLES

18,

20.

21.

DENTAL THERAPY SCHOOL
Completion

Mr MAY, to the Minister represent-

ing the Minister for Heaith:
In view of the fact that over 12
months have elapsed since con-
struction commenced on the
dental therapy school in Mt Henry
Road, Manning, will he advise the
anticipated completion date?

Mr RIDGE replied:

It is hoped that the structure will
be completed by mid December,
About one month will then be
required for the installation of
fittings. This should ensure that
the school will be ready to receive
the 1975 student intake.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Pilbara: Feasibility Study

Mr MAY, to the Premier:

(1> When is it anticipated that the
Pilbara feasibility study will be
completed?

(2) Is he aware that certain news-
papers have already made public
information purported to have
been extracts from the study?

(3) Can he advise if this was a leakage
of information or approved by the
Government?

(4) Will he give an assurance that
Parliament will be given the op-
portunity of examining the final
report prior to the contents being
made available to the media?

Mr McPharlin (for Sir CHARLES

COURT) replied:

(1) The study is complete and the re-

port is currently before Common-

wealth and State Governments for
study.

Such newspaper references had

already been noted with concern.

Leakages of information are sus-

pected. They were certainly not

approved or authorised by the

Government.

No such categorical assurance can

be given. It will, however, be the

Government’s desire to ensure

Parliament has access to the final

report (except parts which, of

necessity, are confidential) at
least as soon as the media.

ALWEST PROJECT
Environmental Protection Review

Mr MAY, to the Minijster for Con-

servation and Environment:

(1) Has the department completed the
environmental review of the
Alwest project for presentation to
the Australian Government?

(2) If not. when is it anticipated that
the review will be completed?

)

)

4
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Mr STEFHENS replied:

(1> and (2) The department work is
complete and is now heing con-
sidered in conjunction with the
preparation of the total case for
the project for presentation to the
Commonwegalth Government,

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
AND INSTRUMENTALITIES

Jurisdiction of Restrictive Trades
Practices Legisiation

Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Justice:
Is the Commonwealth Govern-
ment's restrictive trades prac-
tices legislation regarded as having
any jurisdiction over State Trad-
ing Concerns or State instrumen-
talities?

Mr O’'NEIL replied:

It is assumed that the question
refers to the recently passed
Trades Practices Act, which re-
pealed the Restrictive Trade Prac-
tices Act.

The present Act gives no exemp-
tion to State trading concerns or
instrumentalities.

That being so, those concerns or
instrumentalities which are “trad-
ing” or “financial”’ corporations
within the meaning of those terms
as used in s. 51 (xx) of the Federal
Constitution, will be subject to
the provisions of the Act.

FISHERIES
Whales: Mercury Conient

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister
Fisheries and Fauna:

(1) Does the Department of Fisheries
and Fauna have information per-
taining to Australian conditions
about mercury confent of the
whale species?

If so, will he indicate the nature
and scope of information avail-
able?

Has any State Government de-
partment carried out a survey to
assess the mercury content in any
of the whale species?

If so—

(a) which department was re-
sponsible for conducting the
survey;

(b) will the particulars of the
survey be made public?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) and (2) No.

(3) and (4) I understand the Depart-
ment of Health may have under-
taken some analysis.

for

2)

3>

(4)

24.

25.
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GRAYLANDS TEACHER3'
TRAINING COLLEGE

Relocation

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Eduecation:

(1) Has a decision been made to re-
establish or rebuild Graylands
Teachers College?

(a) Has a site been decided upon
yet for the rebuilding of
CGraylands Teachers College;

(h) if so, will he indicate the
location of the site?

If the site to re-establish Gray-
lands Teachers College has not
been decided upon, will he indi-
cate which sites are under con-
sideration, if any?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) The Western Awustralian Tertiary
Education Commission has agreed
in principle to re-establish Gray-
lands Teachers College a&s a col-
lege of advanced education and to
negotiate for a site. Until it is
known whether the land is avail-
able, a firm recommendation can-
not be made to the Cominission
on Advanced Education.

ta) and (b) Negotiations are pro-
ceeding between the Western Aus-
tralian Tertiary Education Com-
mission and the State Houslng
Commission, for the release of a
site of approximately 47 acres at
Cockburn in the region of Coogee.
It is not considered advisable to
release details of alternative sites
under consideration, but every ef-
fort is being made to obtain a site
within the south-west corridor.

ITINERANT ABORIGINES
Accommodgtion

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Community
Welfare:

(1) Is the report in The West Aus-
tralian of 17th September, 1974
that the New Era Aboriginal Fel-
lowship has approached the State
Government for assistance in pro-
viding sccommodation for itiner-
ant aborigines correct?

If so, what were the representa-
tions and when were they made?
What action, if any, is proposed?

RIDGE replied:

To the extent that on Tuesday,
the 10th instant, three ladies rep-
resenting the New Era Aboriginal
Fellowship waited on the Minister
for Community Welfare and re-
quested him to try to obtaln a
rental property in East Perth to
house homeless Aborigines, and Mr

)

3}

2

3

@2

)

Mr
(1)
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Ken Colbung discussed the mat-
ter further with the Minister on
the morning of the 12th instant.
Answered by (1).

An approach has been made to
another Government department
which has a house in East Perth
thought suitable for use, but there
are some difficulties, and discts-
sions are still proceeding between
Community Welfare Department,
Department of Aboriginal Affairs,
New Era Aboriginal Fellowship
and Aboriginal Advancement
Council representatives regarding
more suitable premises and ar-
rangements for funding and staff.

HEALTH STATISTICS
Aborigines and Caucasians
DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

1§ 8]

2)

1)
2)

In compiling statistics of any
nature are those relating to
Aborigines and Caucasians kept
separate?

If so, under what conditions?

RIDGE replied;

Yes.

Morbidity statistics received from
hospitals show whether the patient
is Aboriginal or another race.
When the department {s reliant on
information received from other
sources, such as the Registrar-
General, it is not possible to dif-
ferentiate between Aborigines and
others.

COMMUNITY WELFARE
STATISTICS

Aborigines qnd Caucasians

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister represent-

ing the Minister for Community
Welfare:
(1) In compiling statistics of any

2)
Mr
(1}
(2)

nature are those relating to
Aborigines and Caucasians kept
separate?

If so, under what conditions?

RIDGE replied:

Yes.

Statistics are kept separate for—

(a) Numbers of court appearances
of children in relation to the
local government area.

() Financial aid to families in
need, granted under the pro-
visions of the Welfare and
Assistance Act, 1961,

The above statistics are Kkept

separate in ethnic origin as a

means of assisting the department

to plan the distribution of its
resources to areas that are in
greatest need.

28.

29,

30.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Tour of Pilbara and Kimberley

Mr

MAY, to the Minister for North-

West:

L

2)

1)

Sir
for
(1)

2)

&)

Is it the intention of the Govemn-
ment to arrange an inspection of
the Pilbara and Kimberley pro-
jeets by Members of Parliament in
the near future?

If not, would he indicate if a visit
could be arranged in 19757

RIDGE replied:

and (2) No teur is currenily
planned for 1974 or 1975 but the
matter will be kept under con-
sideration by Cabinet in the hope
that a tour will be possible during
the life of this Parliament.

WATER SUPPLIES
Ord River Dem. Overflow

DAVID BRAND, to the Minister
Water Supplies:

What amount of water is over-
flowing daily from the Ord River
Dam?

What amount of water is con-
sumed by the residents of the
metropolitan area from  all
sources?

Has any approximate cost of pip-
ing water from the Ord to the
metropolitan region been esti-
mated, and if so, what is it?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1
@)

(&2

Mr

5702 400 m*/day.

m?/year
Domestic - .. 15T 0GG OO
Private bores (lJawns) 45000 000
Irrigation (orchards) 30 000 000
232 000 000

No approximate cost of piping
water from the Ord to the metro-
politan region has been estimated
recently. However, fairly recently
an estimate was prepared of the
capital cost of bringing 30 000 000
cubic metres of water per annum
to the metropolitan region from
the Fitzroy River. The estimateg
cost was $1 400 000 000. The cost
of bringing water from the Ord
would be somewhat higher.

PESTICIDES
Toxicity Tests
A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Agriculture:

1)

What tests are made on beef
grown on the Ord River to estab-
lish the degree of toxic residue
from pesticides, especizlly those
cattle fed on sorghum?



(2)

(&)

4
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What is the maximum dosage of
the various types of pesticide on—

{a) sorghum;
(b) cotton?

What is done to police and en-
force these standards?

If the standards mentioned in (3)
supra are different for sorghum
and cotton, what is done to dif-
ferentiate the doses considering
that the crops are grown to-
gether?

McPHARLIN treplied:

No rouiine tests are currently be-
ing catrried out apart from analyses
of experintental cattle involved in
pesticide degradation trials.

to (4) There is no maximum limit
laid down for the amount of
pesticide which may be used on
sorghum or cotton crops. The
amount actually used depends on
the insect population present at
a. particular time and varies up to
about 16 oz. parathion active in-
gredient per acre for sorghum and
16 oz, DDT, 32 .0z. chlorcam and
16 0z. parathion active ingredient
per acre for cotton.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
1st October: Closing Time

The SPEAKER: For the information of
members, questions on notice for Tuesday,

the 1st

October, will close at 12.00 noon

on Friday, the 27th September,
QUESTIONS (12): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

TRAFFIC

Motor Vehicle Licenses: New Scale of

Fees

Mr J. T, TONKIN, to the Minister for
Traffic:

Mr

My question refers to the answer
glven to question 15 on today’s
notice paper,

The Traffic Act Amendment Bill,
which has passed through both
Houses, has nat yet been pro-
claimed. In view of the fact that
it has not yet been proclaimed, I
want to know under what author-
ity can the increased charges,
which average 65 per cent, be
levied upon the vehicle owners in
the way the Minister indicated
has already been done.
O’'Connor: Did the Leader of the
Opposition say that the Bill had
not passed through both Houses?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I said the Bill had

passed through both Houses but
had not been proctalmed. There
are instances on record where
Bills have passed through both
Houses and have never been pro-
claimed.
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I put it to the Minister: if this
Bill has not been proclaimed
under what authority has his de-
partment started to charge the
increased license fees?

Mr Q'CONNOR replied:

I thank the Leader of the Opposl-
tion for no notice of the question
and I ask him to put it on the no-
tice paper.

TRAFFIC

Motor Vehicle Licenses: Renewals gt

Mr

Present Rate
DAVIES, to the Minister for

Traffic:

(1)

(2}

(3)

Mr
13

As instructions tabled on the 18th
September, 1974, indicate that re-
newal of lleenses expirlng on or
after the 30th September, 1974,
will attract the new rates, would
it not be reasonable to allow
licenses which expire on the 30th
September, 1974, to be renewed at
existing rates?

Has the Minister any indication
of the number of motor vehicle
licenses In this State which will
expire on the 30th Sepiember,
1974, under—

(i) Government control;

(ii} local government control?

Why does a different policy apply
in regard to the renewal of motor
driver licenses as compared with
motor vehicle licenses?

O’CONNOR replled:

to (3) The honourable member
did give me some notice of this
guestion, but 1§ did not reach my
office in time for me to obtain a
reply. I will endeavour to obtain
the information and supply it to
the honourable member.

FOOTBALL FINALS MATCIHES

Mr
(98]

2

Mr

Television Coverage

CARR, to the Premier:

Is the Premier aware that many
country people are disappointed
that there is no direet TV
coverage of final round football
matches?

Will the Premier make represen-
tations to the WANFL on behalf
of country people in an effort to
persuade the league to allow a
direct coverage of the grand final?

McPharlin  (for Sir CHARLES

COURT) replied:

)

On behalf of the Premier, I thank
the member for Gereldton for the
notice he gave of this question.
The reply is as follows—

Yes.
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(2) Representations have already been
made to the WANFL,

I am advised it is impossible to
isolate the broadecasts to the re-
mote areas of the State from the
outer metropolitan area and close
country centres. Therefore, the
league is not prepared to agree
because of the loss of revenue
which would result from people
in the outer metropolitan area and
close country centres watching the
broadcast rather than attending
the match.

However, the league has been pre-
selling entrance tickets to the
grand final match and, if suffici-
ent are sold to ensure satisfactory
revenue from that match, they
will consider, hext week, whether
or not to allow a broadcast of the
grand final.

ROAD TRANSPORT
Perth-Geraldton: Bus Service

8ir DAVID BRAND, to the Minister
for Transporti:

I ask the Minister; Has he yet
made a decision regarding road
transport between Perth and Ger-
aldton?

Mr O’CONNOR replied:

Yes, a decision has been made,
although it has not as yet been
conveyed to the people of Gerald-
ton, The railway bus service to
that area will be discontinued and
the people of Geraldton will have
the option of running a free enter-
prise bus service oh a similar basis
to the present railway bus.

PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILD-
CARE CENTRES

Federal Budget Allocation

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

(1) Will the Minister inform the
House of the amount of Western
Australia’s share of moneys allo-
cated in the recent Federal Budget
for—

(a) pre-school centres; and
(b) child-care facilities?

(2) How many extra pre-school
centres is 1t estimated will be pro-
vided In Western Australia as a
result of the Australlan Govern-
ment’s generosity?

(3) How many pre-school centres are
currently operating in Western
Australia?

7.

(4) How much mohey was spent o
pre-school education centres in
‘Western Australla between 1960
and 1972—
(a) by Western Australian Gov-
ernments;
(b) by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment?
MENSAROS replied:
‘I thank the honourable member
for prior notice of the question.
The Minister for Education has
supplied the followlng answer—
(1) and (2) The Commonwealth
Government has not provided
brecise details of the alloca-
tlons made under the recent
Budget.
and (4) As these questions
will involve extensive research,
it is requested that they be
placed on the notice paper.

I might add, Sir, I would not call
it generosity when our own tax
money is returned to us under
conditions,

FISHERIES

Indonesian Vessels: Trespass
Mr GREWAR, to the Minister for
Fisheries:
(1) Can the Minister provide informa-
tion on the number of Indonesian
fishing vessels visitihg the north-
west coast?
Is there evidence that the number
of vessels is Increasing?

Mr STEPHENS replied:

(1) The actual number is not precisely
known because the vessels have
been contacted by s number of
people from different organisa-
tions and the total number has not
yet been collated. However, the
estimated number recorded In
Western Australian waters this
year from information now to
laignd would be in the vicinity of

&)

2)

(2) There is evidence of regular visits
by Indoneslan vessels to distant
ofishore islands off the Western
Australian coast over mahy years
and isolated visits by individual
vessels or small groups of vessels
have been recorded on the main-
land coast in past years. However,
the numbers now recorded certain-
Iy represent a large increase in
Indonesian fishing activity on the
mainland coast.

TRAFFIC

Motor Vekicle Licenses: New Scale of Fees

Mr HARTREY, to the Minister for
Transport;
I would like to ask the Minister
for Transport a question without
notice, arising from his answer
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to the question put to him by the
Leader of the Opposition relating
to increased registration fees for
motor vehicles, Has the Bill of
which the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was speaking recelved the
Royal Assent either at the hands
of the Governor or at the hands
of the Lieutenant-Governor?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

I believe this Bill did go before
Executive Council on Wednesday,
but I have not seen the document
yet. Therefare, I cannot give
the honourable member an accu-
rate answer to his question.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
AND INSTRUMENTALITIES

Mr

Safety Officers

HARMAN, to the Minister for -

Labour and Industry:

Mr

I wish to ask two questions with-
out notice.

O’Neil: One at a time!

Mr HARMAN: I may not get another

Mr

call.

O'Nell: You have heen on holt-
days too long.

Mr HARMAN: My question {s—

Mr

(1) Which Government depart-
ments and instrumentalities
employ trained safety officers?

(2) How many such officers are
emploved in each department?

(3} How many such officers are
engaged predominantly in
safety tralning in the field?

(4) How many such officers are
predominantly engaged in
administrative functions con-
cerned with workers’ com-
pensation inquiries, ete.?

GRAYDEN replied;

I thank the member for Maylands
for some notice of hils question,
the answer to which is as fol-
lows—

(1) and (2) Midland Junction
Abattolr Board and W.A,
Meat Export Works—both
have trained men as part-
time safety officers.

State Engineering Works—
One part time.

Public Works Department—
Two—one of these now be-
ing appointed.

State Eleetriclty Commission—
Two—one being predomin-
antly first aid.

Perth Medical Centre—One—
fire and safety.

Forests Department—One.

Government Printer—One-——
item at present vacant.
Main Roads Department—
Two—one is training offi-

Cer.

WAGR~—Four—one is indus-
trial welfare officer.

Charcoal Iron and Steel In-
dustry Wundowie—One.

Metropolitan Transport
Trust—One.

Medical and Health Services
—One—fire and safety.

Metropolltan Water Board—
Three, plus one part time.

(3) All engaged in safety train-
ing in the field in varying
deprees, either formally or
informally.

(4) It is most unlikely that any
safety officers would be pre-
dominantly engaged with
workers' compensation in-
quirles, ete., though most are
involved to some degree,

PESTICIDES
Toxicity Tests

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Further to my question 30 on
today's notice paper, I would like
to ask the Minister some supple-
mentary questions. IMirstly, he
states in his answer that no
toxicity level is laid down for the
amount of pesticides which may
be used on sorghum and cofton
ereps. I ask the Minister: How
can there be a ban on the use of
DDT for food purposes if there
is no maximum limit? Part 1)
of my question reads as follows—
. . . what is done to differentiate
the doses considering that the
crops are grown together?
The Minister has indicated dif-
ferent dosages for the different
crops, but as the crops are grown
together I cannot see how such a
differentiation c¢an mean any-
thing, Can he explain this?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:

I did not clearly hear or under-
stand the first part of the hon-
orary member’s question. In order
to answer him accurately, I be-
lieve it would he preferable for
him to place his guestion on the
notice paper.
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10. FAUNA AND FLORA creased vehicle license fees that
- PROTECTION aény member of the then Labor
overnment made any plea fo the
_ Employees then Minister for Transport to in-
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for troduce pensioner concessions for
- Pisheries: vehicle license fees?

How many persons are employed

by the Government whose duties

are directly related to the pro-

tection and preservation of fauna

and flora in Western Australia?
Mr STEPHENS replied:

Twenty-two faunas wardens and
47 fisheries inspeciors. Added to
this the Forests Department has
11 officers, a large part of whose
duties is directly connected with
the protection and preservation of
forest fauna.

The Native Flora Protection Act
is the responsibility of the Minis-
ter for Forests to0 whom the gues-
tion of flora protection should he
more appropriately directed.

11. HEALTH
Indonesian Fishing Vessels: Conlact

Mr GREWAR, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

(1) Are Western Ausiralian health
authorities aware that islands off
Ashmore Reef are being used as
& base for fishing activities in the
area? Is it true that animal offal
and grain were found on islands
of the reef?

(2) Were human graves found cnh any
of the islands?

(3) Are people ecming into contact
with Indonesian fishermen at One
Arm Point and Lombardinia be-
ing vaccinated agsainst smallpox?

Mr RIDGE replied:

I thank the honourable member

for notice of the question.

The Minister for Health has

supplied the following answer—

(1> I am aware of the staiements
referred to by the honourable
member, but there is no
direct knowledge by health
authorities of the situation in
this inaceessible area, which
is over 300 miles from the
coast of Western Australia.

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) Yes: an appropriate vaccina-
tion programme has been
proceeding for some months.

12. MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSES
Pensioners: Concessions
Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for
Transport:

Can the Minister recollect any
occasion at or after the time the
previous Labor Government in-

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

When the previous Government
introduced increases in license fees,
I cannot recall any member of the
present Opposition who put for-
ward a plea on behalf of pen-
sioners, Certainly the member for
Collie was much guieter than he
is now.

Mr Bryce: I did.

Mr Bateman: And I did, too.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

MAERKETING OF FOTATOES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall—Min-
ister for Agriculture) 12.50 p.m.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
fime,

A review of some sections of the Marketing
of Potatoes Act has been requested by the
potato industry for several years and the
need has been affirmed in the reports of
both the Select Committee and the
Lissiman inquiries. I should add that a
majority of the recommendations of both
inquiries are matters for the internal
decision and action of the Potato Market-
ing Board. In many cases they have been
brought into operation already, either in
whole or in part.

Since the Select Commitiee and Lissiman
reports were received, the board, the Potato
Growers' Association and my department
have discussed fhe wvarious recommenda-
tions and, as a result, those which require
legislation have been embodied in this Bill,

Clauses 2 and 4 of the Bill are self-ex.
planatory and are intended to give all com-
mercial producers the right to vote when
elections are being held for producer repre-
sentation on the beard. At present, un-
naturalised persons do not have this right.
As they are as concerhed about their in-
dustry as any other grower, it is felt that
they should be entitled to register their
vote.

Clause 3 of the Bill proposes an altera-
tion {o the present cornpocition of the board
by permitting the Minister a degree of
flexibility in nominating representatives
without altering the total number of mem-
bers. One consumer representative seems
sufficient and the amendment will aliow the
Minister for Agriculture choice in nominat-
ing the other member for appointment. In
short, it will enable. that person to be
drawn from any field associated with the
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industry, depending on the particular needs
ts@'md problems bheing experienced at the
ime.

The next amendment, in clause 5, deals
with the subject of licensing, Regulation
of production by licensing areas has
formed an integral part of the control
held by the board in the potate Industry
and will, I feel, continue to play a major
role, However, beth the Select Committee
which inquired into the potato industry
and the Lissiman report made reference to
the right of growers to anpeal against the
board’s refusal to issue a license and the
amendment proposed will give growers
this right, having in mind that the potato
enterprise may be the maln source of thelr
itvelihood.

Clause 6 of the Bill relates to section 22
of the Act which deals with the prohibi-
tion of sales other than through the
hoard. The propcosed smendment to sub-
section (4) (e) (iii) merely clarifies the
meaning by changing the wording. No
change of meaning is Intended.

Clause 7 deals with the amendment to
section 22B to provide new penhaltles for
illegal plantings of potatoes, The present
penalty of $400 may sound a reasonable
fine to impose on an illegal grower, but it
must be remembered that this fine has
no relation to the area of the crop. There
have been instances of lllegal growers being
fined the maximum by a court and stili
making a profit after selling thelr crop.

To cover instances such as this and to
provide a sufficient discouragement to i-
legal production, the new penalty rates
are on g graduated scale and make the
distinction between first and subseguent
offences. In line with a judicial principle
no minimum penalty has been fixed fcr a
first offence.

Clause 8 of the Bill concerns the Potato
Marketing Board’s internal accounting
system which was referred to in some detail
in the Lissiman report wherein the estab-
lishment of a pool suspense account was
recommended. The purpose of this account
is to cover debits for expenses or losses
from previous periods which do not come
to light until after an accounting period of
a particular season of production is closed.
Funds for this account are provided by
empowering the board to deduct the frac-
ticns of cents which occur in calculating
pool payments down to whole cents only.

The creation of a suspense account
would be helpful to the board and cohi-
form with normal accounting procedures
for this type of cperation.

The amendments which have been pre-
sented tidy up certain deficiencies in the
Act and give effect to the recommendations
of the board which are supported by inde-
pendent investigations and the potato-
growing industry, I commend the Bill to
the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr K. D.
Evans.
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SOIL CONSERVATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall—Min-
ister for Agriculture) [2.56 p.m.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
ime.

The Bill currently before the House has
three main purposes: firstly, to cater for
the appointment of a deputy commissioner
of soil conservation; secondly, for the ap-
polntment of g deputy chairman cf the
So0il Conservation Advisory Committee;
and, thirdly, to extend the membership of
that committee. In addition, the Parlia-
mentary Counsel has inctuded some minor
amendments to up-date certain references
in the Soill Conservation Act.

Of the main amendments, however, the
first two are almost self-explanatory, but
I will deal with them briefly. It is usual
when drafting legislation today o make
provision for a deputy to be able to act
with full powers dutihg any absence of the
principal officer. The BSoil Conservation
Act, however, does not contain any such
provislon, and Crown Law advice confirms
that in the event of the Commissioner of
Soll Conservation being absent for an ex-
tended period—such as long service leave
—it would not be possible for several sec-
tions of the Act to operate. This, of course,
is a most undesirable situation in a flield
such as scil conservation and cne which,
I am sure members will agree, needs to
be rectified.

A similar situation also exists in rela-
tion to the chairmanship of the Soil Con-
servation Advisory Committes, in that
there is neo formal provision for the ap-
pointment of a deputy. The present com-
mittee is very conscious of its duties and
powers, and is most anxious to make con-
tact with landholders, shire and town
councils, and other organisations to gain
their co-operation in the increasing com-
munity aspects of soil conservation and
erosion control, Provision for appolnt-
ment of a deputy chairman of the advi-
sory committee would considerably facili-
tate this particular activity of the com-
mittee.

The third purpose of this Bill is to in-
crease the membership of the Soil Con-
servation Advisory Commitiee by two.

At present this committee consists of
members representing filve Government
departments, Agriculture, PForests, Lands
and Surveys, Public Works, and Main
Roads, and four members representing
farmers and pastoralists. With increased
mining activity and the greater possibility
of associated erosion problems it is ap-
propriate to provide representation from
the Mines Department.

Conservation of the extensive land areas
under the control of and influenced by
the activities of country shires is vital to
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the State. It is felt that a member repre-
senting the Country Shire Councils’ Asso-
cigtion would provide valuable liaison on
sofl conservation matters with the soil
conservation service as well as with the
representatives of landholders and Gov-
ernment departments whose activities can
affect the soil erosion situation.

Most members of the House would be
aware of the extension service carried out
in rural areas as part of the committee's
objectives for the edu¢ation of landholders
and the general public and reference has
already been made to the activities in
this field.

This clause in the Bill is a logical step
for the expansion of this woark, by involv-
ing both the mining interests and the
local authorities.

As a consequence of increasing the size
of the advisory committee to 12 members,
a further amendment is necessary to in-
crease the guorum for meetings of the
committee to seven members,

Soil conservation is a most vital area
of work carried cut within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and provides the basis
s0 necessary for our rural communities in
their planning of the use of the soil in the
years ahead,

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion hy Mr
H. D. Evans.

Mr Jamieson called attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

DONGARA-ENEABBA RAILWAY BILL
Second Reading

MR O'CONNCR (Mt. Lawley—Minister
for Transport) [3.02 p.m.1: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
The purpose of this legislation is to author-
ise the construction of a railway com-
mencing at a point near Dongara, being
421, 51Tkm or theregbouts from Perth
on the Guildford-Greenough Flats rail-
way and terminating in the Encabba area
—-a total distance of 86.628 km.

The route of the railway is specifically
described in the schedule to the Bill and
on CE. Plan No. 66814 together with a
letter from the Director-General of Trans-
port which I table for the information
of members.

The plan and letter were tabled (see
paper No. 242).

Mr O'CONNOR: Clause 2 of the Bill
provides the authorisation to construct the
railway and clause 3 provides for a devia-
tion of b km on either side of the line in
lieu of the one mile provided in the Public
Works Act. The extension of deviation is
necessary as at this point of time location
surveys have not been completed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The railway has been designed to trans-
port mineral sands from the area of
Eneabba to Dongara, and thence by way
of an existing railway to Geraldton,

The Railways Commission has executed
agreements with two mining companies for
transporting 850 000 tonnes per ahnum of
mineral sands from Eneabba. In addition,
there are substantial prospects of an ad-
ditional 1000000 tonnes per annum be-
coming available from three other com-
panies with leases in the area for transport
{0 Geraldton,

The proposal for construction of the
new railway has been subjected to careful
economic analysis by both the Railways
Commission and the Director-General of
Transport. 'The results indicate a very
viable, indeed profitable, project for our
railways system.

Its rate of return on investment over
the minimum of 15 years’ estimated life
of the project has been assessed to give
& good return on capital. The question
might be asked as to whether rail trans-
port for the whole journey from Eneabba
northward would be more economical to
the State as a whole than a combination
of road transport from Eneabba to Don-
gara and rail transport from Dongara to
Geraldton.

A considerable tonneage is, in fact, be-
ing hauled by road at present. Whether
rail is more economical than a combina-
tion of road and rail depends upon the
annual tonneage to be carried.

According to studies carried out by the
Railways Commission and calculations
made by the Director-General of Trans-
port, throughout rail transport would bhe
mere economical at traffic levels above
600 000 tonnes per annum. At present it
is confidently expected that by 1975, the
quantity of mineral sands offering for
transport out of Eneabba will be over
700 000 tonnes and as indicated previously,
this figure could exceed 1000 000 tonnes,

Apart from its own economic viability
a railway from Dongara to Eneabba fits
well into long range, overall State trans-
port planning. One of several transport
alternatives that have been looked at for
the north is a rail link connecting the
mining railways in the Pilbara with the
State’s network in the south.

The preferred route for this railway-—
if jt were to he built in the future—is from
the Pilbara via Geraldton, Eneabba and
then directly south to serve other known
mineral sands deposits, to Perth.

In view of the future need, the alterna-
tive of constructing in standard gauge
bears consideration.

However, bearing in mind the indeter-
mingble factors of a rgilway to the Pil-
bara and the disadvantage of operating an
isolated standard gauge railway over an
interim period, a compromise solution has
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been preferred and the rallway will be
constructed utilising eight feet sleepers in
lieu of narrow gauge seven feet sleepers.

This would permit of conversion to
standard gauge at a later stage at mini-
mum cost and is a technigque which has
recently been used successfully with the
conversion of the Esperance branch to
standard gauge.

The total cost of the railway has been
estimated by the Railways Commission as
$8 735000 and of this amount $6 116 000
would be expended on civil works and
$2 619 000 on rolling stock.

An application made to the Common-
wealth Government for assistance in fund-
ing the railway was recently declined and
efforts are currently being made to finance
the railway from State funds.

However, this is a matter distinet from
the actual authorisation of the railway
which is the matter currently before the
House, but it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to proceed with the construction
of the railway immediately funds can be
made available and provided suitable con-
tracts are signed with companies involved.
This does not appear to be difficult,

With regard to the transport conditions
already applying in the area it should be
stated that at this stage there is no inten-
tion of giving the railways rights over exis-
ting carriers in so far as the present com-
munity and the agricultural industry in
the area are concerned, or of altering the
farmers’ exemption provision which ap-
plies under the Transport Commission Act
and allows farmers in the Eneabba
region to carry their own produce, includ-
ing wool, in their own vehicles.

The new raillway is to be built to handle
mineral sands and the products of that
industry.

I consider that the new railway pro-
posed in this legislation is necessary to
service the mineral sands industry which
is establishing itself in the Eneabba basin.

This industry appears to have a very
bright future and is one which should be
afforded every assistance in its initial
stages to ensure its success.

1 have pleasure In commending the Bill
to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Carr.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN
(STATUTORY DESIGNATIONS) AND
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR O'NEIL (Easi Melville—Minister for
Works) £3.10 pm.}: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill has been designed to meet the

situation which arises when the definition
of a Minister in some Statutes specifically
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refers to a particular Minister of the
Crown and therefore requires such title to
appear in his list of portfolios.

Rather than the impraciicable prospect
of having an overlengthy list of porticlios
it is considered to be more expedient to
combine the vartous -constitutional or
statutory functions of a Minister under one
title. However, this is not possible under
existing circumstances,

The problem is further compounded
when the administration of such Acts Is
transferred from one Minister to another.
An example of this is the Main Roads Act
which is eurrently being administered by
the Minister for Transport although the
Act specifically nominates the Minister for
Works as the authority to delegate certain
%owgrs to the Commissioner of Main

oads.

It is proposed that the operative instru-
ment in this Bill will be by way of an
Order-in-Council which can be either in
general terms or could be made specific in
relation to anhy one Act or any part of an
Act or to some particular regulation, legal
proceeding, contract, or the like,

The Bill also sets out changes to be
made to certain Acts to allow the inter-
pretation of “Minister” to be defined in a
more praciicable manner than presently
exists.

This will obviate the need for successive
Governments, in the instances of trans-
fers in the administration of an Act, to be
faced with such problems.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
.lléa_mi;sson (Deputy Leader of the Oppos-

ion).

RAILWAYS DISCONTINUANCE AND
LAND REVESTMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR O'CONNCR (Mt. Lawley—Minister

for Transport) [3.14 p.m.]: I move—
That the Bil! be now read a second

time.

I wish to table C.E. Plans Nos. 66664,
68889, and 66851, and a letter from the
Director-General of Transport. The letter
deals with the subject matter of the Bill,

The Plans and letter were tabled (see
paper No. 243).

Mr Q'CONNOR: In introducing this Bill
I would explain that it provides for the
discontinuance and subsequent land re-
vestment of six sections of the Western
Australian Government Railways. The
sections referred to are specifically de-
Sﬁc'lilibEd in the six schedules included in the
1.

The first, second, and third schedules
shown in the Bill refer to the Kalgoorlie-
Gnumballa Lake railway—authorised un-
der Act No. 18 of 1897—the Boulder town-
site loop railway—also suthorised under
Act No. 18 of 1897—and the Brown Hill
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loop Kalgoorlie-Gnumballa Lake railway—
authorised under Act No. 41 of 1900. The
proposed closures include 12.867 km of nar-
row pauge line. The railways in tofo are
commonly referred to as the Boulder
branch line,

The present traffic being hauled com-
prises mainly oil in tank wagons for the
mines at Kallaroo, Golden Gate, and Kam-
ballie and nickel concentrates from Great
Boulder Mines Ltd., Fimiston to Esperance,
which will be hauled by road following
closure of the line, An analysis of the
tonneage carried over the past four years
indicates a steady yearly decline of traffic.

However, the principal motivation for
recommending closure of the three sec-
tions is that following the recent com-
missioning of the standard gauge railways
between Kalgoorlie and Leonora and West
Kalgoorlie and Esperance, the three rail-
ways have become isolated narrow gauge
railways and the economics of continuing
operation of the railways in isolation
coupled with the paucity of traffic offer-
ing, are such that discontinuance of the
railways is the logical action to be taken.

Members of the House will be aware that
at the turn of the century these railways
rlayed a very vital role in the exploitation
of “the golden mile” when the railway
services provided were availed of by
thousands of miners and many major com-
palndies associated with the production of
gold.

No doubt the closures will generate a
degree of nostalgic feeling and & sense of
historical loss emongst our older folk and
those dedicated to the preservation of
national assets, but I feel that one must
accept these closures in the spirit of pro-
gress and in the light of the evolution of
railways to the standard of sophistication
under which they operate today.

However, I am informed that interested
people in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder area are
already considering what action can be
taken to preserve this line for posterily,
in the form of a tourist railway. Whilst
this information. has no bearing on the
passage of the legislation, it is of course
of interest to members. The Railways
Department has agreed to pend action on
the actual removal of the tracks while the
matter is being examined by the Kal-
goorlie people.

For the information of members I have
tabled a copy of CE. Plan No. 66664 refer-
red to in the first, second, and third sched-
ules to the Bill.

The fourth schedule refers to the Cool-
gardie-Kalgoorlie railway and the fifth
schedule to the Coolgardie-Lake Lefroy
railway. I will deal with these conjointly
because for all practical purposes they
combine to make one continuous railway
between Widgiemooltha and West Kal-
gaoorlie,

(ASSEMBLY.]

The circumstances dictating closure of
these sections are similar to those
previously referred to. 'The standard
gauge railway between West Kalgoorlie
and Esperance via Kambalda and Lake
Lefroy has now been commissioned thuas
endering the narrow gauge railway be-
tween Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie redund-
ant.

In respect of the Coclgardie-Lake Le-
froy railway closure of this section is also
on account of the availability of the stand-
ard gauge railway through Kambalda. All
public sidings between Kalgooriie and
Widgiemooltha via Coolgardie have been
slosed and there is no traffic emanating
from or going to points on these sections,

Since commencement of the standard
pauge services on the eastern goldfields
main line, special arrangements have been
ade to service Coolgardie from the sid-
ing at Bonnievale. A local earrier at Cool-
sardie provides a daily service between
Bonnievale-Coolgardie and Coolgardie-
West Kalgoorlie to cater for less-than-car-
load traffic, parcels, mails, and perish-
abies. Freight is charged as for Bonnie-
vale.

Consignors are able to consign to either
Coolgardie or Bonnievale and this arrange-
ment continues to work satisfactorily. The
proposed closure consists of 37.1326 ki on
the Coolgardie-Kalgoorlie line and 83.9354
km on the Coolgardie-Lake Lefroy junc-
tion line.

A copy of CE Plan No. 66889 referred to
in the fourth and fifth schedules has been
tabled for the information of members.

Referring lastly to the sixth schedule,
this deals with a small section of the Tam-
hellup-Ongerup railway within the town-
gite of Gnowahgerup. The extent of
closure of this line up to its present point
—that is, Whitehead Road in Gnowang-
erup—was authorised under Act No. 19 of
1963.

The purpose of this legislation is to cloze
a further 1527 metres of the railway to
the south-western alignment of Corbett
Street in Gnowangerup.

The extension of closure has been re-
quested by the Shire of Gnowangerup and,
as the section of railway concerned is now
out of use, there is no reason why the re-
quest of the shire should not be acceded
to. A copy of CE Plan Na, 66851, referred
to in the sixth schedule, has been tahled
for the information of members. i

Referring again to the Bill, clause 2
allows the railways to be discontinued on .
different days, and clause 10 operates to
revest the land in Her Majesty upon the
coming into operation of the section pur-
suant to which the railway ceases to op-
erate.

Clause 9 of the Bill provides for the dis-
positicn of materials; that 1s, al materlal
will be used or disposed of and the cost
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of each closed section will be removed
from the railway accounts.

With regard to the revestment of land,
it should be menticned that some mining
tenements exist on land in the Kalgoorlle
area which is to revert to the Crown. This
matter has been discussed with the Mines
Department, and arrangements have been
made that when the land reverts to the
Crown any area under a mining tenement
granted by the Mines Department will
automatically revert to the helder of the
tenement, subject, of course, to the agree-
ment and conditions of the grant of tene-
ment.

I thank the members on both sides of
the House for the attention they have
given me in explaining the content of this
legislation, and recommend that the Bill
he adopted by the House.

Mr Jamieson: Before you resume your
seat, as the Bill affects a wide area and
Parliament 1s to be in recess for a week,
can we have an assurance that we will be
glven time, if necessary, to make contact
with the outer areas before debate on the
Bill 1s resumed?

Mr O'CONNOR: I cannot see any
reason for the request because the lines
in the Kalgoorlie-Kambalda area have
been replaced. If any problem should
arise, I suggest the honourable member
contact me and I will take the matter
into account.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr T.
H, Jones.

TEACHER EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

ME MENSAROS (Floreat—Minister for
Industrial Development) [3.23 pm.l: I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
This Bill proposes to amend the Teacher
Education Act, 1972,

The Bill has three pringipal aims: first,
to amend the constituilon of the Council
of the Western Australian Teacher Educa-
tion Authority; second, to provide for the
recognition of staffi and student associa-
tions within the constituent colleges; and
third, to allow the constituent colleges to
invest money, not immediately required, in
authorised trustee Investments, It Is my
intention to deal with each of these sep-
arately and in the order just given,

The Teacher Education Aet arose
largely from a report of the Western Aus-
tralian Tertiary Education Commission on
the future of the teachers' colieges, which
was transmitted to the then Minister for
Education on the 4th July, 1972, In sug-
gesting the composition of the Council of
the proposed Western Austrailian Teacher
Education Authority, the report made a
point of representation of employers, both
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Government and non-Government; teach-
ers in schools, Government and non-Gov-
ernment; principals, students, and staff of
the colleges; and community members.

When the original Bill was drafted, the
words employed in the report were used in
paragraph (d) of section 10, which reads,
“Teachers engaged in teaching In
schools”, two of whom were to be nomin-
ated by the State School Teachers’ Union
of Western Australia Incorporated; and
the Bill was passed in this form.

After the Act was proclaimed, I under-
stand the Teachers' Union approached the
then Minister for a ruling as to whether
headmasters, headmistresses, or principals
of schools were debarred by these words,
and the then Minister, on advice from
counsel, notified them that headmasters,
headmistresses, and principals actually in
a school were considered as teachers en-
gaged in teaching in schools, but a prin-
cipal who was not actually attached to a
schoal would not be eligible for nomina-
tion by the Teachers’ Unlon,

Mr T. D. Evans: I confirm that that
was §o.

Mr MENSAROS: This automatically
disbarred the President of the Teachers’
Union from being nominated because, as
President of the Teachers’ Union and
union representative on the Teachers’
Tribunal, he was relleved of all duatles in
a school. It was certzinly not the inten-
tion of those who wrote the report that
the President of the Teachers' Union
should autometically he disbarred from
nomination by the union, because he was
actually a member of the Committee of
the Tertiary Educatlon Commission which
wrote the report.

However, the Government of the day,
rightly, was not prepared to make amend-
ments to the Act so soon after its passing,
merely to correct this position. The Gov-
ernment has been approached by the
Council of the Teacher Education Author-
ity to make two other important amend-
ments to the Act, and it seemed appro-
priate to rectify this anomaly at this time.

The amendment makes provision for four
persons to he appointed by the Minister
from teachers. two of whom shall be en-
gaged in teaching, At present these two
members of the council are a teacher from
an independent school and a teacher from
a Cathcelie school.

In addition, the amendment makes pro-
vision for the appointment of two teachers
who are members of the Teachers’ Union
and nominated hy it, but they need not
necessarily be engaged in teaching in
schools at the time. Teachers who could
be appointed under this provision include
the President of the Teachers' Union, and
education officers employed in other duties
by the Education Department, such as re-
cruitment officers, curriculum officers, re-
search officers, and a number of other
teachers, who for the good of education
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are not necessarily employed in the class-
room. The amendment has the backing of
the Council of the Teacher Education
Authority, the Teachers’ Union, the Aca-
demic Staff Association, and the hoards of
the various colleges.

The second purpose of the Bill with
which I wish to deal relates to the staff
and student asscciations, and firstly, I
would indicate to members, for their in-
formation, that the report on the future
of the teachers' colleges, referred to ear-
lier, made one recommendation regarding
associations of staff and students, and that
was that “the colleges and the council shall
give due recognition to properly consti-
tuted associations of professional staff and
students”.

Section 55 of the original Act took cog-
nisance of the existing position of staff and
student associations in relation to the col-
leges hut made no specific reference to the
council of the authority, At the time, each
college had a staff association which in-
cluded both academic and nonacademic
staff, and these associations from the five
individual colleges had formed themselves
into a laose federation for the exchange of
views of the colleges and to communicate
and negotiate on general matters with the
Western Australian State School Teachers’
Union and the Education Department, but
each individurl stail association dealt with
its own college.

Section 55 then made provision for aca-
demic staff and students and for communi-
cation with college bhoards. It made no
provision for “other” staffi mentioned in
section 50 of the Act and i¢ made no pro-
vision for communication and/or negotia-
tion with the council of the authority,
except through college boards.

Since the passing of the Act, the aca-
demic staff of the colleges have formed
themselves into the Academic Staff Assoc-
iation of the Western Australian Teachers
Colleges (Inc.}) with branches in the indi-
vidusal colleges. There is no compulsion on
any academic staff member to join the
association, The “other” staff, including
professional officers, librarians, and cleri-
cal and technical officers, have formed
themselves into an Association of Salaried
Officers of the Teachers Colleges with
a branch in each individual college.

The varlous student associations which
have been in existence almost since the
establishment of the colleges, have formed
a Western Australian Student Teachers'
Association with a regularly approved cun-
stitution and representation of the <tudent
body of each college,

It was thought apprepriate that the Act
should be amended to provide for a situ-
ation which actually exists and that pro-
vision should be made in the Act fer an
overall association of academic staff, an
overall association of “other” staff, and an
overall association of enrolled students with
branches of each in the individual colleges.

[ASBEMBLY.]

Such overall associations seemed appro-
priate as the bodies to communicate and
negotlate with the council of the authority.

As the colleges are autonomous bodies
governed by their own boards, it was not
thought appropriate that the overall assoc-
iations should be the bodies to communi-
cate and negotiate with the college hoards,
but that this should be the prerogative of
the branches of the individual colleges, as
obtained in the original Act.

It is not the intention of the amendment,
or the Act itself, that branches of associa-
tlons or individuais themselves should be
dented access to the council of the author-
ity, and in fact the council has accepted
submissions from the Academic Staff
Assoclation, the Association of Salaried
Officers and from Individuals, The Act,
ahnd the amendment, merely make provis-
ion for the *recognised” or usual means
of communication and negotiation,

The amendment has the support of the
council of the authority, the Academic
Staff Assoeclation, the Assoclation of Salar-
fed Officers and the Association of Student
Teachers.

The next portion of the Bill on which
I would like to speak relates to the appli-
catlon of money recelved by the college
boards. At the present time, section 64
of the Act makes provision for the coun-
¢il to invest money not immediately re-
quired for the purposes of the Act in any
investments authorlsed by law as those
in which trust funds may be invested.

In the drafting of the coriginal Bill, this
section was Included to give the council
the same power as was given to the Council
of the Western Australian Institute of
Technology and the Senate of the Uni-
versity of Western Australia.

However, the Council of the Teacher
Education Authority stands in a very dif-
ferent position from these bodies in relation
to the boards of the individual teachers'
colleges.

Amongst the objects of the authority, for
example—paragraph (£} of section 3—is
to organise as soon as practicable the
control by each college of its own finances
within the allocations and general policies
approved by the authority.

The position has now been reached
where most of the money allocated to the
authority is, in fact, held by the college
boards and it is necessary, therefore, that
the college boards should be given the
same power to invest funds as is at pres-
ent given to the council.

In commending this Bill to members,
I would mention that this Act is a very
recent addition to the Statutes. Never-
theless, it has proved quite eflicient and
most difficulties have been overcome dur-
ing the period of implementation of its
provisions. These few amendments are
considered to be relatively minor.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr A,
R. Tonkin,
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ART GALLERY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

MR STEPHENS (Stirling—Chief Sec-

retary) [3.35 pm.): I move—
That the Bill he now read a sec-
ond time.
The purpose of this Bill is to amend the
Art Gallery Act, 1959-1968, to enable the
Western Australian Art Gallery Board to
raise loans and to invest money in auth-
orised trustee investments.

The Art Gallery Act was introduced in
1959 for the purpose of establishing an Art
Gallery separate from the Western Aus-
tralian Museum. The Act was amended
in 1968 to give the Art Gallery Board
permission to move works of art from the
Art Gallery building in Beaufort Street
to other suitable venues for display as well
as making provision for the establishment
of regional and hranch galleries to ensure
the optimum use of the bhoard’s exhibits,

This Bill, having been initiated in the
Legislative Council, has passed through
that House without amendment and, if
passed by the Legislative Assembly, will
enable the Western Australian Art Gallery
Board to borrow money. As the board is
a State Government instrumentality, it
is deemed desirable that it have the power
to borrow funds for specific purposes.

The Art Gallery Board and the Govern-
ment are currently considering the estab-
lishment of annexes to the gallery to
enable a greater number of exhibitions to
be made to the public throughout the
State. The primary objective of the Art
Gallery should be to serve the interests
of art throughout Western Australia and
to bring its services to as wide a propor-
tion of the population as possible.

Sinece the board is supported by Govern-
ment funds contributed by taxpayers
from all areas of the State, it is suitable
that all taxpayers should have ready ac-
cess to Its activities.

The other purpose mentioned 1s to en-
able the board to utilise funds not im-
mediately required for other projects in
authorised trustee investments. The Art
Gallery has been fortunate in recent times
in receiving gifts from appreciative per-
sons. This 1s a desirable thing and some-
thing that the board and the Government
are keen to encourage.

In these times of inflailon, it is desir-
able to strive to avoid eroslon of the value
of such gifts, and to achieve this it Is
constdered wise to Invest the money in-
volved in sultabie securities rather than
to retain it in the Art Gallery's aeccount
at the Treasury.

In the past, Western Australia has been
one of the few States, if not the only
State, where it has been impossible to
encourage such benefactions, and it is
sineerely hoped that this amendment will
rectify that situation.
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I commend the BEill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr T.
D. Evans,

DAYLIGHT SAVING BILL
Council’s Amendments

Amendments made by the Counecll now
considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Commlittees (Mr
Thompson) in the Chair; Mr Stephens
(Chief Secretary) in charge of the Bill.
The amendments made by the Council
were as follows—
No. 1.

Clause 11, page 6, line 36—Delete
the passage ‘“‘numeral 1 opposite
the word Yes” and substitute the
following:—

“word Yes in the space pro-
vided”.
No. 2.

Clause 11, page 7, line 5—Delete
the passage “numeral 1 opposite the
rvord No" angd substitute the follow-
ng:—

“word No
videgd”,
No. 3.

Clause 11, page 17, line 9—Delete
the passage “subject to subsection
(4) of this section,”.

No. 4,
Clause 11, page 7, line 13—Insert

after the word “writing” the words
“not authorized by this Act”.

No. 5.

Clause 11, page Y7, lines 17 to 30—
Delete subclause (4).

No. 6.

The Schedule, page 12--Delete
Form C and substitute the following:

Form C.
Western Australia.
Daylight Saving Act, 1974.
Ballot Paper.
Directions for Voting,
‘The voter shall mark his ballot
paper as follows—-

If he is in favour of the
guestion set forth here-
under, he shall write the
word “Yes” in the space
provided,

If he is not in favour of
the question set forth here-
under, he shall write the
word '“No” in the space
provided.

Question: Are you in favour
of standard time in the
State being advanced
one hour from the last

in the space pro-
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Sunday in October in
each year until the first
Sunday in March next
following?

Mr STEPHENS: Mr Chairman, I seek
your direction, As all the amendments
are consequentlal, have 1 your permission
to treat them as one?

The CHAIRMAN: You may treat them
as one unless members wish to take them
separately.

Mr STEPHENS: The amendments made
by the Council are in respect of the refer-
endum. They remove the necessity to write
the numerals “1" and 27 on the ballot
paper; Instead the amendments propose
that the word “Yes" or the word “No” be
used. This point was mentioned during
the second reading debate in this Cham-
ber. Personally, I have no objection what-
soever to the amendments. The only point
I make is that the original ballot paper
was consistent with our normal election
ballot papers in the use of numerals. After
this referendum s held there is a possi-
bllity that at the electlon next following it
if only two candidates contest a seat some
people may vote *Yes" or “No”, and we may
lose a vote, because 1t would be informal.
As I have said the effect of the amend-
ments 1s purely and simply to aliow the
words ‘Yes" or “No” to be used on the
ballot paper and I move—

That amendments Nos. 1 to 6 made
by the Council be agreed to,

Mr T. J. BURKE: I apologise for not
being here when the Bill was brought for-
ward. We, too, have considered the amend-
ments made by the Council and we agree
with the Chief Secretary as to the effect
of the amendments. We have no objection
to the amendments which, on hehalf of
the Opposition, I support.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILLS (2): RETURNED

1. War Service Land Settlement Scheme
Act Amendment Bill.

2. Metropolitan Reglon Town Planning
Scheme Act Amendment Bill,

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

Sitting suspended from 3.44 to 4.04 pm.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
In Commitice
The Chairman of Commlitiees (Mr

Thompscn) in the Chair; Mr O’Connor
(Minister for Police) in charge of the Bill,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Clause 1: Short title and citation—
Progress was reported on clause 1.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 2: Section 50AA added—

Mr T. H. JONES: I move an amehd-
ment—

Page 2—Delete new section 50AA

Ivith a view to substituting the follow-
ng—

50AA. (1) Where any person

is apprehended and in Jawful cus-

tody for any offence punishable

on indictment, or for any of the

simple offences particularised in

the Fourth Schedule to this Ack,

any officer or constable of the

Police Force may take or cause

to be taken all such particulars

83 he may think necessary cr

desirable for the identification of

that person, including his photo-

graph, measurements, finger-
prints and palm-prints.
(2) Where the photographs,

fingerprints, palm-prints or other
identification particulars of a
person are taken under subsection
(1) of this section and that per-
son is found not to be guilty of
any offence arising out of the cir-
cumstances leading to the faking
of those particulars, the original
of the photograph and the nega-
tive thereof, fingerprints, palm-
prints and other identification
particulars taken, together with
all existing copies thereof, shall
be destroyed in his presence.
Provided that they shall be pre-
served until the time limited for
lodging an appeal from the find-
ing has expired or an appeal from
the finding has been resolved in
favour of the accused person,

I draw attention to the wording of pro-

posed section 50AA (1) in clause 2.

In the second reading debate I outlined
our opposition to the Bill in general, and
in particular I referred to our opposition
to the terminology of proposed subsection
{1), because we were not happy with the
inelusion of the words “or is otherwise”.

In the subsection which I propose to
insert in lieu, I have changed the meaning
slightly by lsting the charges which can
be dealt with under this subsection. It
will be appreciated that one of my amend-
ments seeks to insert a new schedule which
sets out the sections of the Police Act,
the Traffic Act, and the Criminal Code
under which an offender may be charged.
We have enumerated the sections under
which fingerprinting of persons who are
apprehended may be carried out.

In respect of minor offences, such as
drunkenness, I submit that fingerprinting
should not be carried out. I gave the
instance of a paddy wagon picking up
drunken people on a Saturday night. This



[Thursday, 19 September 19741

happens not only in Perth but in other
cities of the world. In such circumstances
we do not think that fingerprinting
should be carried out.

The overall effect of proposed section
S0AA as appearing in the Bill is to take
away the rights of the individual. We think
that provision goes too far in dealing with
people who are apprehended for minor
offences. When I move to insert an addi-
tional schedule to the Act I shall indicate
the sections of the Police Act, the Traffic
Act, and the Criminal Code under which
we consider fingerprintlng should be per-
mitted. My amendment will bring about
% 'l]streamlining of the provision in the

ill.

I refer to the wording of proposed sec-
tion 50AA (2) appearing in the Bill. This
is 8 very broad provision, and will give the
police certain powers which it does not
have at the present time. We have moved
this amendment because we, together with
the Law Reform Commission consider the
provision in the clause will take away
the liberties of the individual. People
could be arrested, but after they appear in
court they could be found not guilty. In
such circumstances, unless a request is
made, the photographs and fAngerprints
will not be destroyed. They will be re-
tained by the police in this State and In
other parts of Australia, as well as by In-
terpol.

There 18 no provision in the Bill cavering
the prints that are taken off originals, and
in this regard there is no right of appeal
from the lower courts. For that reason I
have included proposed subsection (2) in
my amendment, This is a very clear pro-
vislon, and it covers the position where
coples are taken from the originals. This
subsection in my amendment will make it
mandatory for the originals and the copies
to be destroyed.

Where a person is found to be not
gullty of a traffic charge or a drunkenness
charge, what right has the pollce to retain
his fingerprints? We feel that the rights of
the individual are taken away, if the finger-
prints are retained in such circumstances.

The Minister has indicated that to a
certain extent he goes along with my

amendment, but it seems that the Com-
missioner of Police is not too happy about
it. In a newspaper he s reported as having
said that it would be difficult to guarantee
that originals or copies which are sent
away will be destroyed. I do not see any
difficulty in this regard, because in the
first place it would be ridiculous to send
elther the originals or the coples away.
They should be sent away only after the
person who s charged has been found
guilty.

When a person is arrested it is completely
wrong in principle for either the copies or
the originals of his photograph, finger-
prints, palm-prints, or other identlfication
particulars to be sent away, and thus be
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placed on the files of the police in other
parts of Australia and other countries of
the world.

We are opposed to the provision in clause
2 of the Bill, The views of the public have
been sought by some radio stations, and the
indication is that the public are opposed to
the provision in clause 2. For that reason
I hope the Minister will agree to my
amendment.

In respect of proposed subsection (1)
appearing in clause 2 we think it is wrong
in prineiple and unnecessary that the
fingerprints of people who are apprehended
for minor offences should bhe taken.
Furthermore, we also think it is wrong in
prineciple that where & persen is not con-
victed a request has to be made for the
originals and copies to be destroyed. If a
person is found not guilty of the offence
charged we say that no-one has the right
to hold his photograph, fingerprints, palm-
prints, or other identification particulars.

I can imagine the situation on a Saturday
night at the cenfral lockup, when the paddy
wagon arrives afier doing its round of the
city. I can imagine how long it will take
for the people who are apprehended to be
released on bail. If these people are dealt
with under the provision in clause 2 they
will be fingerprinted, palm-printed, and
photographed. All this will teke some time.

Mr Hartrey: It could take two hours
per customer.

Mr T. H. JONES: That is right. If a
group of 20 men were arrested for over-
enjoying themselves it would take a long
while to arrange bail for them.

We consider the legislation to he unne-
cessary. We agree there should be a safe-
guard. We have examined the Traffic Act,
the Police Act, and the Criminal Code
and we agree that there are circumstances
under which fingerprints should be taken.
However, we oppose the legislation in its
present, form.

Mr HARTREY: I want to make my
position quite clear as regards the qualified
support which I give to this amendment.
Politics is the art of compromise. We
have seen a8 clear demonstration in this
Chamber recently that the Government
with its substantial majority is quite pre-
pared at the drop of a hat, to use its
numbers as & blunt instrument. Therefore,
the most we can hope to arrive at is a com-
promise. For my part, I do not like com-
promising but half a loaf is better than no
bread,

Although I actually drafted the first
parggraph of the proposed amendment,
I am not particularly enamoured of it.
I think I drafted proposed new subsection
(2) entirely, but I am not happy with
that either.

The basic principle is that at present no
citizen of Western Australia, who has not
been convicted of an offence, can be man-
handled as if he had been convicted. A
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person who is sent to prison might rightly
and properly be subjected to regulations
and physical handling of various kinds.
However, the very ordinary citizen who is
merely accused of an offence, but nof con-
victed, should not be subjected to that
treatment. For a period of 50 years the
ordinary person was so treated if he were
arrested for the most trivial offence, but
the process was not legal during all that
time. Such treatment is not permitted
now, by law. The ruling parties in this
Chamber insist that this will henceforth be
permitted by law. I am trying to ensure
that what will be permitted by law will
not be precisely as has been proposed.

In the case of the King v. Snow, in 1914,
the High Courf of Australia through its
Chief Justice—Sir Samuel Griffiths, who
among other things, was the author of the
Commonwealth Constitution, once Premier
of Queensland, and the first Chief Justice
of the High Court of Australia—said it
was a very vicious principle to suggest
that the more serious a charge against a
man the mare drastically he should be
treated before he was convicted. His
Honour pointed out that the exact opposite
should be the case, and the more serious
the charge against a man the more pro-
section he should have in respect of his
trial and his treatment until he was found
Fuilty.

The Bill now hefore us violates that
principle, but we offer some cohcession
to those who are determined to take away
from innocent people a liberty which, at
present, they are entitled to. Today if a
man is arrested summarily or under war-
rant he is still innocent according to law.
The fact that he has been arrested does
not affect his guilt or innocence at all
However, the proposed legislation sets out
that because a man has been arrested--—
+nd not because he is guilty—he is to be
tveated as if guilty in order to suit the
police, Interpol, or some other bureaucratic
o ganisation.

We make the concession that the man
should be treated as if guilly in certain
circumstances, but not in all circumstances.
That is what our amendment will provide.
The amendment does not contain provi-
sions which I would like to see enacted,
but I prefer the amendment to what is
contained in the Bill. The Bill simply says
that every person who is arrested—whether
on a malicious charge or for a trivial
offence—will become subject to finger-
printing, palm-printing, and manhandling
by the police. Members should not think
that manhandling does not oceur; I have
seen it happen many times. It is probable
that the law-abiding members in this
House have not been in a lockup on a
Saturday night.

Mr Sibson: Who says so?

Mr HARTREY: Well, I hope the mem-
ber has not. Certainly, I have been in
almost every gaol in the old goldfields
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area on a Safurday night, and I have been
in the Fremantle Gagl on more occasions
than I can remember.

. I am not worried about what happens
in gaol; that is part of the system. How-
ever, a person who is picked up by the
police is still inngocent. What do we have
courts for?

I entreat those members opposite who
have any regard for the liberties of the
people of Western Australia to say that
they will not be misled by this proposition;
that innocent men do not mind having
their fingerprints taken, and guilty men
do not deserve not to have their finger-
prints taken.

That is the proposition put to members
by the Minister. He said that innocent
people do not mind submitting to this
kind of humiliation in order that those
who are guilty may be convicted. I say
that is not true. It is not fair to in-
flict this humiliation on inonocent people.
An obstacle is to be placed between the
presumption of innocence and the proper
way of finding a person guilty.

The amendment proposed by the mem-
ber for Collie assumes that a man is, in
certain instances, guilty until proven in-
nocent. The second part of the amend-
ment, to some extent, will repair the
damage which will be done to an innocent
man if he is put through this humiliating
process. After all, all that has been re-
quired, hitherto, has been fingerprinting.
A person has never had to stand up and
have his photograph taken, or various
other measurements taken.

It is & matter of grave concern that the
liberty of the people has been invaded
at all. Of course, we are here to pro-
tect the people from criminals—or to see
that the Police Force does—buf not ai
the cost of the liberties of the whole com-
munity, surely! If the Police Force is to
be used to oppress innocent people then
we are striking once again at the roots of
liberty and individual freedom.

We talk about the liberty of the State
and the liberty of the community, but that
is only abstract language. Liberty is
understood when a man walks down the
street and gets pinched, and he learns
whai his constitutional rights are worth.
“Liherty,” as the expression is used at
public meetings and in Parliament, is an
abstract concept which people do not ap-
preciate. They appreciate liberty only
when they run inte trouble. I have seen
s0 many innocent people in this dilemma
and they come scrambling for legal assist-
ance—and they have received it and have
proved themselves innocent, finally. I
know how real this problem is.

I urge members of the Government
parties at least to reach a compromise in
order to diminish, to some extent, the
effect which this provision in the Bill will
have.
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Mr BERTRAM: Even if the Oppaosition
were to be completely sympathetic with
the provisions of proposed new section
30AA, it seems that the section will be
defective and will have to be further
amended. Of course, the Opposition does
not go along with the proposition. The
provisions of new subsection (2) require
the fingerprints to be handed over immedi-
ately a person is found not guilty of any
offence. However, there is no provision
at all for a situation where a person may
desire to appeal. Either side could be
involved. Nor is there any provisien for
any time for an appeal to be disposed of.
On locking at proposed new section 50AA
it seems to me to be defective and to re-
quire amendment.

The fact of the matter is that although
there may be in the community today more
people than previously who are inclined to
give their fingerprints freely—some, in
fact, are prepared to give them voluntarily,
as we have seen—there is still a large
number who are disinclined to give their
fingerprints to the police. Bearing that
in mind, as has already been mentioned.
the power to take fingerprints will be
unigue because this power has never pre-
viously existed.

Mr O’Connor: If this amendment were
accepted, in its present form, does the
member think it would stop people from
giving their fingerprints voluntarily?

Mr BERTRAM: Not in my view, It will
be giving a power to the police which, al-
though used by them in the past, has never
heen used by them lawfully. Since so
many thousand people resist the concept of
police fingerprinting, what we must do is
to permit compulsory fingerprinting only
when a good case has been made ouf for it.
it is very important that in 1974 we should
not de things to put the police behind
scratch and to give them less opportunity
than is reasonably fair to be able to con-
vict guilty people. However, we have to set
the balance in a neat position. We must
not criminalise people who are ne maote
criminals than the average good citizen. A
person may have committed some petty
offence, and the overwhelming probability
is that he will never offend again. These
people sheould not be treated in the same
way as an habitual criminal or a person
who has committed an offence of signific-
ance.

The Opposition does not seek to go from
the position where no person is gbliged to
give fingerprints under the provisions of
the Police Act as it now is, to & position
where every person who is arrested has to
give fingerprints, if in fact we can find a
solution midway between these points. In
other words, as the member for Boulder-
Dundas indicated, we are seeking a com-
promise. We do not want a provision that
everyone must be fingerprinted, just
because that may be the easy way out.
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The purpose of the amendment moved
by the member for Collie is an attempt to
bring in a level at which fingerprints must
be taken. The Opposition goes along with
the fingerprinting of persons arrested for
major offences, but we do not feel this
provision should extend to the petty
offender—the man who is certainly not a
criminal and who should not be treated as
a criminal. Wnerever we intrude or even
appear tao intrude upon the rights and
liberties of the people, we should go only
to the extent that can be clearly shown to
he absolutely necessary. If in the process of
foliowing this principle, occasionally a
gullty person escapes the net, it is much
better than the alternative,

Our laws must not be so harsh that they
impinge unnecessarily upon the liberty of
our citizens. As I recall, in his earlier re-
marks, the Minister told us that the pro-
vision we are discussing is modelled upon
comparable legislation in New South
Wales. That may be the case, but he
did not tell us the impact or the
efficacy of the New South Wales provision.
It is of interest to know that we are follow-
ing a New South Wales provision and not
a provision of another State. However, it
may well be that we should not follow any
of them. It is not good enough to identify
the State from whom we took the legis-
lation, we alsa want to know what it is
ahout this provision which will make it of
benefit to us and which will justify our
following it.

To sum up, the powers given in this
clause are sweeping and we want to bring
them back to reasonable proportions. We
are as anxious as everyone else to give the
police every reasonable ¢pportunity to pur-
sue lawbreakers successfully, but we are
not interested in going beyond that if it
can be avoided. Indeed, as I said, we would
prefer to go slightly the other way and to
let an oceasional guilty person escape.

Mr A, R. TONKIN: We are talking about
a very familiar problem—we must see that
the liberties of the subjects are protected.
The majority of our population will never
he arrested, and certainly, enly a very small
percentage of it will be arrested for vicious
and depraved offences. On the other
hand, if one concentrates simply on ensur-
ing that the civil liberties of the subjects
are protected, one could hedge the police
around with so many restrictions it would
make their job impossible, We must at-
tempt to make the job of apprehending
criminals as easy as possible. Of course,
one of the weapons in the war against
crime is fingerprinting. What we must
do is to walk a tightrope between the two
extremes.

I suppose it is our prerogative to have
an opinion, and I believe the Government
has overbalanced and it has fallen off the
tightrope. The Government considers the
apprehension of the criminal more im-
portant than the liberties of the people.
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As the member for Boulder-Dundas said,
it is important to realise that a person
van be arrested because of a mischievous
intent or vindictiveness on the part of a
neighbour or acquaintance. S0 we must
realise that there is a lot of difference
between being arrested and being found
guilty.

The amendment moved by the member
for Collie is a very sensible one. It
attempts to differentiate between different
classes of offences by particularising certain
persons in the proposed fourth schedule
to he added to the Bill. This is a very
sensible type of compromise because ob-
viously some offences are such that finger-
printing is necessary but other offences
can hardly be classed as belng of great
danger to society. So in the fourth
schedule an attempt has been made to
differentiate between certain offences.
When a signifieant offence has occurred,
the offender must be identified guite clearly
without any possibility of error; and this
can be done by fingerprinting., The pro-
posed new subsection (2) provides for the
destruction of all the means of identifica-
tion when a person is acquitted of an
offence. However, these are only to be des-
troyed if he knows the law and requests
their destruction.

The Opposition has once again endeav-
oured to walk the tightrope by providing
that the fingervrints shall not be destroyed
until all possible appeals have been heard.
Aggain this is an attempt to make the job
of the police as easy as possible without
trespassing on the liberty of the subject.
This is another situation where nice judg-
ment is necessary. It is easy to panic and
to do what the Commissioner of Police
and the Police Department wants, but we
must realise that the police officers prob-
ably see things from one point of view;
they want to apprehend criminals. In
their official eapacity they are not over-
concerned with the liberty of the subject.
it is our job to draw the distinction be-
tween their needs and those of the public.

We are rather disturbed that assurances
have been given by the commissioner which
do not seem to tally with the assurances
glven by the Minister for Police. I be-
lieve there is quite a degree of doubt
as to whether there are any safeguards in
the Bill. 8o I cannot see that the amend-
ment will make the job of the police any
more difficult. The amendment will pro-
vide that people of a certain category will
have their identificatlon taken when ar-
rested. The prints will be held until after
all possibilities of appeal are exhausted
and then 2ll copies shall be destroyed in
the presence of a person found not gullty
of an offence. It seems to me the amend-
ment would meet the needs of the law
enforcement agencies and also the need to
protect the liberty of the individual. We
must never forget it is our duty to uphold
that liberty.

[ASSEMBLY.,]

Mr OCONNOR: 1 appreciate the
rational manner in which this debate has
been conducted. 1 appreciate the com-
ments and the concern shown by mem-
bers. I shall refer to some other matters
which are of concern to me.

Just before I proceed to reply to the
queries raised, during the debate the mem-
ber for Collie asked for details in connec-
tion with fingerprinting in other States. [
did not have the details the other night,
but I now have this information. I will
make a hrlef comment on the provisions
relating to fingerprinting in each of the
States of Australia, The relevant part of
section 33 (2) of the Criminal Code Act,
1924, of Tasmania, reads as follows—

. . it is lawful for a police officer to
take prints of any part of the body
of a person in custody.

That is far enough. I will not read any
more of that Act. I will give the member
for Collie a copy of this document if he
would like it.

Mr T. H Jones: I would lke to
see it before the third reading debate.

Mr O’'CONNOR: In South Australia, the
relevant part of section 81 (4) of the
1Police Offences Act reveals the follow-
ng—

. . any member of the police force
. . . of or above the rank of sergeant
may take or cause to be taken all
such particulars as he deems neces-
sary for the identification of that
person, including his photographs and
finger prints, and he may use or
cause to be used such reasonable force
as may be necessary to secure those
particulars.

That is not really different from the pro-
visions—

Mr Hartrey: That is an officer above
the rank of sergeant.

Mr O'CONNOR.: Yes, in South Australia.

Mr T, H. Jones: It has to be a senior
officer who takes the prints,

Mr O'CONNOR: The relevant provision
in Queensland, section 43 of the Vagrants,
Gaming, and other Offences Act reads as
follows——

. . may take or cause to be taken all
such particulars as may be deemed
necessary for the identification of such
person, including his photograph and
finger prints (amended 1958 to in-
clude provision for the taking of palm
print.)

Mr Bertram: Is that the Police Act?

Mr O'CONNOR: Section 43 of the
Queensland Act contains another provi-
sion, and this could be important, It
reads—

Provided that if such person as
aforesaid is found not guilty or is not
proceeded against, any finger prints
or photographs taken in pursuance aof
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the provisions of this section shall be
destroved in the presence of the said
person so0 conceined.

Mr T. H. Jones: In other words, it is
mandatory.

Mr O'CONNOR: Yes, and it is the only
State with a provision of this type. In
the Northern Territory the relevant pro-
vision appears In section 34 (B) (3) of
the Police and Police Offences Ordinance.
In Victoria fingerprints are taken under
the authority of the Gaols Act. There is
no other provision for taking fingerprints
in Victoria.

I have given the details of the laws
applying in the various States, as requested
by the member for Collie.

Mr Bertram: Would the Vietorian Act be
equivalent to our Prisons Act? They do not
have this type of legislation we are now
discussing.

Mr O'CONNOR.: It is the Gaols Act.

Mr Bertram: In other words, it is for
a person already convicted,

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not have the full
details; I can get a copy of that Act and
let the member have it. I have just obtained
some Information for the member for
Collle so that I could reply to some of the
points he made.

Mr T. H. Jones: Did you mention the
New South Wales legislation?

Mr O'CONNOR: No, 1 di@ not. Section
353A of the New South Wales Crimes Act
states—

(3) When a persen is in lawiul
custody for any offence punishable on
indictment or summary conviction, the
officer in charge of police at the sta-
tion where he is so in custody may take
or cause to be taken all such par-
ticulars as may be deemed necessary
for the identification of such person,
including his photograph and finger-
prints and palm-prints.

The member for Collle seeks to smend
clause 2; I oppose the amendment. How-
ever, as the member for Boulder-Dundas
stated, politics consist of compromise and
I will be prepared to compromise Iin a
manner I will explain as I go along. The
member for Collie seeks to amend proposed
new section 50AA by deleting the entire
proposed new section and substituting a
new section 50AA which states—

Where any person is apprehended
and in lawful custody for any offence
punishable on indictment or for any of
the simple offences particularised in
the Fourth Schedule to this Act, any
officer or constable of the Police Force
may take or cause to be taken all
such particulars as he may think
necessary or desirable for the identi-
fleation of that person, including his
photograph, mesasurements, finger-
prints and palm-prints.
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Proposed new section 50AA of the Bill
states—

Where any person is apprehended or
is otherwise in lawful custody . . . any
officer or constable . . . may take . ..
his photograph, measurements, finger-
prints and palm-prints,

This provides for the person who is not
apprehended but who places himself in
custody. We want this person to be Included
in the provislons of this section and I do
not think members opposite would argue
about that point,

In regard to the summary conviction pro-
visions, it is not my intention or the Inten-
tion of the Police Department to fingerprint
people arrested for minor crimes. However,
cases do arlse where people are picked up
for minor crimes and are suspected of
major crimes such as murder, drug ped-
dling or something of that nature, and it
may be necessary to send their prints to the
central fingerprint bureau in New South
Wales. I should like to quote to members
an article which appeared in The West
Australian of the 23rd August. It reads as
follows—

FINGERPRINTS TRAP BURGLAR

SYDNEY: The fingerprints of a man
arrested for drunken driving matched
those of a cat-burglar who had com-
mitted 116 burglaries, a detective told
the District Criminal Court yesterday.

Alan Charles Evans (24), lahourer,
of Tenterfield, northern NSW, pleaded
gullty to committing 116 burglaries in
the upper North Shore area of Sydhey

llag%veen September 1971 and February

Judge Newton sentenced Evans to 12
months' gaol.

Detective C. Cross sald in evidence
that Evans had stolen property worth
about $19,000, none of which had been
recovered.

Cross said Evans was stopped 1n June
this year for drunken driving and
another offence.

This shows how the civil lberties of
individuals can be protected.

Mr Hartrey: The person concerned dld
not get his property back.

Mr O'CONNOR: No, but the liberties of
other individuals will be protected for at
least 12 months because the criminal wilt
not get the chance of repeating his crime
during that time. If he had been appre-
hended 12 months earlier, the civil liberties
of more people would have been protected.
No member would disagree with that point
of view,

Our job is to preserve the liberties of
people so that they can walk down the
street without being killed by drunken
drivers; so people can leave their homes
without having them broken into; andg,
so that their daughters can walk down the
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street without being raped. I believe we
can preserve the liberties of these people
only by the type of legislation we are
discussing. I am prepared to compromise
with members opposite in regard to amend-
ments. It is not our intention to finger-
print people for minor crimes; however,
in cases where they are suspected of major
crimes they will be printed.

The member for Collie raised the point
that the Bill provides for the destruction
of only the originals and negatives of
photographs and fingerprints, when a per-
son is found not guilty; it does not provide
for the destruction of any prints or copies
that may be made and distributed to the
various bureaux. I am prepared to agree
to this view., To show our sincerity,
I have been in fouch with the Commis-
sioner of Police in New South Wales, where
the fingerprints for people all over Aus-
tralia are retained in a central bureau.
JIf for instance a person comes to Western
Australia and is picked up on a minor
offence, but is suspected of a major offence,
the prints are sent to New South Wales
toh establish whether he is wanted else-
where,

Today, the police must be more experi-
enced and expert than ever before in the
field of crime prevention because the cri-
minal today is much more sophisticated.
In many cases, criminals from the Eastern
States are arrested in this State on minor
charges and give false names and addresses
and, therefore, are considered as first
offenders. The only way in which it can
be established that they are wanted else-
where for major offences is by taking
fingerprints and sending them to New
South Wales for checking. Even magi-
strates and judges have indicated their
disquiet that certain people cannot posi-
tively be identified.

I give as an example the case of an
Aboriginal man who was arrested and who
gave & false name and address. He gave
the name and address of a relative of
ahout the same size and description. He
was let out on bail and failed to reappear.
‘When the police went to the address given
by this individusl, the person they spoke
to claimed he was innocent and, of course,
he was. It was only when fingerprints
were faken that the police positively estab-
lished that the person they had taken into
custody on the second ocecasion was not
the person originally charged with the
crime, Subseguently, that person was
acquitted and eventually the man who had
actually committed the crime was arrested.

Mr Hartrey: He was acquitted too, be-
cause I got him acquitted.

Mr Q'CONNOR: I do not know whether
the member for Boulder-Dundas is refer-
ring to the same case,

Mr Hartrey: I think I am:; it was the
case of two black brothers in Kalgoorlie,
was it not?

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr O'CONNOR: No, this occurred in
Perth, but the interjection of the honour-
able member shows how often this occurs,
I am glad the honourable member came
in with his interjection. People do not
realise how often these cases occur. On
many occasions, people have been identi-
fied by their friends when, efiectively, there
are few other ways of identifying them.

The way to overcome the problem raised
by the member for Collie in regard to the
destruction of copies of photographs and
fingerprints would he by amending clause
2, line 19, by adding after the word
“griginal™ the words “negatives and all
other available copies”. I would be pre-
pared to write to the Minister for Police
and the Commissioner of Police in New
South Wales, which is the State we deal
with mainly, acquainting them with our
legislation and requesting that no copies
be taken of any fingerprints or photographs
we may send to New South Wales. Any
photographs, negatives, or copies that are
taken will be sent back to this State and
destroyed in the presence of the person
who was found not guilty.

There is no intention on the part of the
police to retain the records of people who
are found not guilty by the courts. I sug-
gest that this amendment will meet the
requirements of the member for Collie; in
effect, it will mean that all photographs,
negatives and copies will he destroyed in
the presence of the person concerned.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Could I ask
the Minister to put his amendment in
writing and hand it to the Chair?

Mr O'CONNOR: 1 was waiting to hear
the comments of members opposite in
reaction to my proposed amendment
before I moved it formally, Mr Chairman.

Mr T. H. JONES: It would be preferable
if the Minister had given us notice of his
amendment and had circularised it so that
we could have had a clear appreciation
of its intent. He has just indicated that
he is prepared to move an amendment
on the amendment and it is not easy for
us to grasp its full import without care-
ful study.

The CHAIRMAN: Could I inferrupt the
honourable member on that point? That
is the very reason I ask for amendments
to be handed in—so that they can bhe
circularised.

Mr T. H. JONES: The amendment goes
part of the way, but not all the way. The
Minister would agree that we have adopted
a responsible attitude to this legislation,
A moment ago during his summing up the
Minister said it was his job to protect
the rights and liberties of the people.
That is preeisely what we consider our
amendments will do.

The Minister referred to the position
in other States. During his second readling
speech he said that similar legislation Is
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operating in other States of the Common-
wealth. We on this side of the Chamber
have not had an opportunity to consider
the various pieces of legislation covering
the situations in cother States, although
i will be appreciated by members that that
legislation does not operate in the same
manner as the legislation proposed by this
Bill will operate. The Minister can cor-
rect me if he considers I am wrong on
this point; however, he said that in Tas-
mania, fingerprints can he taken whilst
a person is in custody, That is a little
different from the provisions contained in
this Bill. In South Australia, fingerprints
can be taken only by an officer of a rank
higher than sergeant, which indicates that
in South Australia this matter has been
considered very seriously. That State
does not allow a first-year or a second-
year constable or even a sergeant to take
prints. If appears to me that in South
Australia such information can be ob-
tained only after close consideration is
given to the matter, probably at the level
of inspector,

This is a most important part of the
legislation. The Minister assured me in
his reply that the police would act leni-
ently and that common sense would pre-
vail. Unifertunately, police are human.
One policeman will adapt a reasonable at-
titude while another might take a hard
line. We know that from our own experi-
ence. We have seen @ sergeant come to
town and adopt a reasonable aittitude while
the next sergeant who was posted to that
town adopts a hard attitude., I will not
say the exact words which are in my mind,
but members know what I mean.

Mr O'Conner: I agree; it is the same
with members of Parliament.

Mr T. H. JONES: The only difference
between members of Parliament and mem-
bers of the Police Force is that in Par-
liament, other members can reply to what
they consider to be an injustice, whereas
the poor person who is arrested and put
in gaol does not have the same oppor-
tunity.

It could not be denied that South Aus-
tralia has taken a responsible, careful atti-
tude to this matter, hecause in South
Australla the authoritles do not allow
just anyone to take this Information;
it must be an officer of a higher

rank than sergeant. That is a little
different from the situatlon c¢on-
tained in the legislation now being

considered by the Committee. Queens-
land has followed the course we suggest
should be. adopted in Western Australia
and I am glad to see that the Minister is
prepared to compromise. His amendment
will not go all the way, but at least it is
a start. The Queensland legislation states
that it shall be mandatory for all prints
to be destroyed when a person is found
not guilty. We have not had the oppor-
tunity to consider the Goals Act of Vic-
toria or the Crimes Act of New South
Wales. According to the Minister, under
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the provisions applying in New South
Wales, the police may require that finger-
prints be taken from a person arrested for
any offence.

In his reply, the Minister said we need
not worry about the words “‘or other-
wise". My learned legal cclleagues on
this side of the Chamber have expressed
concern with those words. Of course, I
am only a layman, but I assure members
that this Bill has been dealt with by our
legal committee and also by our traffic
committee.

My learned friends and colleagues, the
member for Mt. Hawthorn and the member
for Boulder-Dundas, are both lawyers and
they are nhot happy with the provisions that
remain in the Bill. My concern is that we
have had the Minister saying that the
police, where minor charges are involved,
will not enforce the provisions of this
measure, but we do not have any guaran-
tee on that. This is only the word of the
Minister. It Is his duty to see that the
legislation is enacted, but if 1s the res-
ponsibility of others to ensure that it is
administered. That is the reason for my
concern. The same principle applied in
the Fuel, Energy and Power Resources
Act Amendment Bill—we had only the
statement of the Minister as to the ad-
ministration of that measure.

We want to ensure that the fingerprint-
ing and palm-printing of a person will not
be carried out. Whilst the Minister has
gone part of the way te achieve this
objective, we consiger that our amend-
ments will ensure this. I am not happy with
the present sifuation and therefore I would
prefer to have the amendments appearing
on the notice paper in my name accepied.
We have adopted a reasonable attitude
mainly to protect the rights of the indivi-
dual, That is our main concern, and it
would be preferable if the Committee ac-
cepted our amendment instead of that
fareshadowed by the Minister.

Mr HARTREY: On the point that is
causing some anxiety both to the Minister
and the mover of the amendment, if we
delete the words "“apprehended or is other-
wise” in the first twa lines of proposed new
section 50AA, the provision would then
read—

Where any person is in lawful custody
for any offence ., . .
Then it must be an offence. If a person is
in custody for failure to pay a debt, that
is not an offence and the provision should
not apply.
Mr O’Connor: I will explain that.

Mr HARTREY: All right., Otherwise I
am prepared to agree that the Minister’s
concessions are acceptable,

Mr O'Connor: For the Committee to
agree to my amendment, it would he nec-
essary for the member for Collie to with-
draw his.
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Mr T. H. Jones: That is what I wanted
to see the Minister about, otherwise we
will be in bother,

Mr SKIDMORE: I am not completely
satisfied with the amendment proposed by
the Government, hecause I do not think
1t will achieve what it is meant to achleve.
Can the Minister tell me what is the true
intention of the amendment?

Mr O'Connor: Yes, the negatives and the
originals will be destroyed In his presence
if he so requests.

Mr SKIDMORE: Our main objection is
to the words, “if a person so requests that
they be destroyed”. People in custody are
possibly not aware of their rights and
privileges In accordance with the law. In
fact, many people, including myself, are
very lgnorant of the law at times, and such
8 person may not know that he has the
right te request that the prints or photo-
graphs be destroyed if he so desires.

There should not be any doub$ or ambi-
gulty in the provision. It should be made
clear by deleting from the clause the words,
“if so requesied by that person”, and the
clause would then provide that the palm-
prints and fingerprints taken would be
destroyed in his presence. That would re-
move all doubt concerning the provision. It
would be clear and precise that a person
would nct have to exerclse some preroga-
tive which may not be known to him.
Surely thet is not an unreasonable request.
I may be offside with some members of the
Committee, but I doubt it, because I think
this was the intention of the clause, There-
fore I hope the Minister will accede to that
request,

Mr BERTRAM: It is heartenihg to see
that there {s the prospect of subsection (2)
of proposed new section 50AA being
amended. Personally I am concerned about
the wording of the proposed amendment.
The intimation glven by the Minister is
that after the word ‘‘original” in line 19
of clause 2 on page 3, the words, “negatives
and other copies available” shall be In-
serted. My concern is that the words, “all
other copies avallable” represent an
extremely broad term.

Mr O’Connor: I tried to cover the in-
stance of getting a print back from the
Eastern States, This proviston gives us
the opportunity to destroy all copies.

Mr BERTRAM: I appreciate that. What
I am concerned about is whether we are
achieving what we are anxious to achieve
with this Bill. I think we should pause
for a while so that we can look at the
amendments and then consider the Bill
again in its amended form, because it is
very important. We have already dis-
cussed the measure and one point, which
is not the least important, is the fact
that people may Incriminate themselves,
which, generally speaking, is a very bad
thing.

[ASSEMBLY.]

_As members of the Opposition we appre-
ciate the efforts which are being made,
but I am concerned that we may not be
giving effect to our intentions. The word
“avallable” is very broad, and whilst our
intentions may be laudable, our endeavour
here to give effect to our intentions is
something that is causing me grave con-
cern.

Also, there is room for other words to
be added to the clause. I am speaking now
of subsection (2) of proposed new section
50AA. I suggest to the Minister that it
would help him if, after the words
“destroyed in his presence”, we added,
“but not until the time for an appeal from
the finding has expired or an appeal from
the finding has been resolved in favour
of the accused person”. OQOtherwise, a per-
son who is found not guilty of the charge
In a court of petty sessions could arrange
for the print and coples of his finger-
prints to he destroyed. Subsequently on
appeal the prosecution may succeed in the
charge, and the person who was found
not guilty in a court of petty sessions is
later found guilty on appeal. In the
meantime his fingerprints have been
destroyed. I do not think that is the in-
tention of this Chamber.

Mr O'Connor: I would agree to the in-
sertion of the words proposed by the
honourable member.

Mr BERTRAM: The words I have men-
tioned are similar to those appearing in the
gfgcial Prosecutions (Defendants’ Costs)

et.

Mr Q'CONNOR: I have had a brief dis-
cussion with the member for Collie on
this matter, and I have given an under-
taking that if the honourable member
withdraws his amendment, I will proceed
te move mine and I would be agreeable
to the insertion of the words proposed by
the member for Mt. Hawthom. I will have
a further discussion with the member for
Collie, and, if necessary, 1 will have an
amendment made when the Bill is before
another place. The amendment I have
praposed will go a long way towards over-
c&tinlng the problem outlined by the Oppo-
sition.

Mr T. H. JONES: To enable the Minis-
ter to move his amendment, and the
member for Mt. Hawthorn to Include the
words he has outlined, I seek leave to
withdraw my amendment, so that before
the legislation is dealt with in another
place we could have a conference to
arrive at something which is suitable.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Mr O'CONNOR: As I Indicated earlier,
I move an amendment—

Page 2, line 19—Insert after the
word “original” the words “negatives
and all other copies avallable”,

Mr HARTREY: Would the Minister be
prepared to delete the words ‘‘apprehended
or is otherwise" in lines 4 and 5 on page 2?
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Mr O'CONNOR: I see no reason for
those words to be retained in the clause.

The CHAIRMAN: If the Minister is
agreeable it would be necessary for him
to seek leave to withdraw his amendment,
because those words appear before the
words he seeks to insert.

Mr O'CONNOR: I seek leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr HARTREY: I move an amendment—

Page 2, lines 4 and 5—Delete the

words *apprehended or is otherwise”.
Amendment put and passed.

Mr O'CONNOR: I now move my amend-
ment—

Page 2, line 19—Insert after the
word “original” the words ‘‘negatives
and all other copies available”.

Mr BERTRAM: I would like to {ntimate
our concurrence with this amendment, in
the terms of the undertaking given to the
member for Collie.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr BERTRAM: As I intimated earlier,
I move an amendment—

Page 2, line 22—Insert after the
word “presence” the words “but not
unti]l the time for an appeal from the
finding has expired or an apbpeal
from the finding has been resolved
in favour of the accused person”.

I have already given the reasons for the
insertion of these words.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 3 put and passed.

Clause 4: Section 950A amended—

Mr T. H. JONES: I mave an amend-
ment—

Page 2, lines 36 and 37--Delete the
words, '"whether by a member of the
Police Force or otherwise' and substi-
tute the words, “by a member of the
Police Force or any other person or
body authorised by a member of the
Police Force''.

We consider that the clause in its present
form is too loose and could be subjeet to
abuse. For instance, someone could auth-
orise, say, a taxi driver to make a journey
involving hundred of miles, and then he
could claim the cost involved when all the
time the call was a phoney. We believe
that someone with authority should issue
the directions and this is the intention
of the amendment.

We consider that a member of the Police
Force should be able to designate his
powers, or any other person authorised by
the Police Force could designate his
DOWErS.

The situation could well be that a stolen
car is thought to be at the border of
South Australia and Western Australia.
Under the amendment, the police could
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telephone the nearest shire clerk, justice
of the peace, or some responsible person
and request him to check on the car. In
this way the legislation would not be open
to abuse.

I canvassed the matter at great lengtih
during the second reading debate so I will
not weary the Committee with tedious re-
petition. We are merely attempting to tidy
up the provision as we did with our pre-
vious amendments, ]

Mr O'CONNOR: I helieve we should be
a little cautious with this amendment. I
sought some information from the Com-
missioner of Police who advised me as
follows—

The proposed amendment to the
Police Act to be proposed by Mr T. H.
Jones, MI.A., in committee, is to
restriet the recovery of costs resulting
from the making of a false statement
to those incurred by the Police De-
partment or to those authorised by a
member of the Police Force.

It would not allow a person who has
been falsely accused of a crime to
recover costs which he has prudently
incurred to eclear his name. Sub-
section 3 of Section 90A at present
gives a person so accused this redress
and the amendment suggested by Mr
Jones would remove this right.

We must realise of course that the indi-
vidual must take the matter to court and
justify the expense,

I consider that the clause as written is
adequate because it gives an individual the
right to apply for costs if he considers
he has been unfairly treated. IHowever,
he must go to court for this purpose. I
consider the clause should remain as it is.

Amendment put and negatived,

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5 put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Bill reported with amendments.

TOWN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Council’s Amendment

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr
Thompson? in the Chair; Mr Rushton
(Minister for Urban Development and
Town Planning) in charge of the Bill.
The amendment made by the Council
was as follows—

Clause 3, page 2, after line 17—In-
sert a new paragraph to stand as
paragraph (b), as follows—

(b) by adding after subsection (2)
a subsection as follows—
(2a) If The Local Gov-
ernment  Association of
Western Australia (Inc.)
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fails to submit to the Min-
ister a panel of names for
the appointment of a mem-
ber in accordance with sub-
section (2) of this section
within thirty days after the
receipt by it of a written
request from the Minister sp
to do, the Minister may
nominate for appocintment
as member of the Board,
in place of that body’s de-
fault, a person willing to
act as member.

Mr RUSHTON: I move—

That the amendment made by the
Council be agreed to.

The purpose of the amendment is to
cover the situation should the Local Gov-
ernment Association not submit a panel
of names to the Minister. In these cir-
cumestances the Minister himseif will have
the opportunity to nominate someone from
the Local Government Association. The
amendment is quite clear and I ask the
Committee to support it.

Mr TAYLOR: We have no objection
to the amendment. Members will recall
the debate which tock place between the
Minister and myself when this matter
was brought before the Committee and
I sugeested the Minister might be wise to
allow the selection of a member from
local government to be his own preroga-
tive. The Minister insisted on retain-
ing the provision which was in the Bill—
that the Local Government Association
should nominate three people.

The House of Review—inverted commas
and capital letters all the way—has seen
fit after a lengthy debate to go roughly
half way, It has made an amendment
against which I would have fought; it is
not one thing or the other. The amend-
ment suggests that after a certain period
the Minister can appoint anyone he wants
to if the Local Government Assoclatlon
does not submit a panel of three names.

Mr Rushton: The appointment would
still be from the associaton.

Mr TAYLOR: Agreed. However, I can-
not for the life of me see why the Local
Government Association should not nomi-
nate a panel within a period of 30 days.
Such an omission would have to be an
accident and I doubt whether that will
ever occur. If such a situation should
occur the position will revert to that which
I proposed and the Minister will have the
right to choose someone from local gov-
ernment.

I say the amendment is not as good
as the provision in the original Bill, and
certainly not as good as the amendment
which we put forward. It is a combina-
tion of the two and does not satisfy
either. However, it is not important and
I will not persevere with any objection.

[COUNCIL.]

Mr RUSHTON: The position is not quite
as the honourable member stated. I ac-
cept his support and point out that the
amendment, which exists in other similar
legislation, is purely to provide a protection
against an abnormal situation. The ori-
ginal objective will be retained and a
person involved in local government will
serve on the Town Planning Board and
will make known to the other members
of the board the local government point
of view.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.
Repert

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to
the Council.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR McePHARLIN (Mt. Marshall—
Deputy Premier) [5.35 pm.l: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 1st
QOctober.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.36 p.m.

Lepislative Counril

Tuesday, the 1lst October, 1974

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F, Grif-
fith) took the Chair at 4.30 pm., and
read prayers.

BILLS (11): ASSENT

Messages from the Lieutenant-Governor
and Administrator received and read noti-
fying assent to the following Bills—

1. Plant Diseases Act Amendment Bill.

2. Weights and Measures Act Amend-
ment Bill.

3. Hire Purchase Act Amendment Bill.

4. Wheat Markefing Act Amendment
and Continuance Bill.

5. Official Prosecutions {(Defendants’
Costs) Act Amendment Bill,

, Traffic Act Amendment Bill.
. Stamp Act Amendment Bill.
. Constltutional Convention Bill,

War Service Land Settlement Scheme
Act Amendment Bill

10. Metropolitan Region Town Planning
Scheme Act Amendment Bill.

11. Daylight Saving Bl
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